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Mail Stop Appeal Brief - Patents 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SIR: 

This is an Appeal Brief pursuant to the Notice of Appeal filed August 25, 2006 appealing 
the rejection of claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 in the Office Action dated March 30, 2006. 

I. REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

The real party in interest is Douglas B. Wilson, 20 Nichols Road, Cohasset, MA 02025, 
Applicant/Appellant. 
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II. RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 

Appellant has filed an Appeal with regard to U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 10/720,821 
filed November 24, 2003, on even date. U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 10/720,821 is the 
parent of the present application. A number of issues to be decided in that the Appeal with regard 
to U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 10/720,821 are the same or similar to the issues to be decided 
in the present Appeal. Therefore, the decisions in the Appeal related to U.S. Patent Application 
Ser. No. 10/720,821 would directly affect or have a bearing on the Board's decision in this 
Appeal. 

III. STATUS OF THE CLAIMS 

Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 are pending in the present application and presented here on 
appeal. Claims 1-13 were the original filed claims. In the Response dated October 27, 2005, 
Appellant cancelled claims 1-13 and added claims 14-28. In the Office Action dated December 
30, 2005, the Examiner issued a restriction requirement. In the Amendment and Response to 
Restriction Requirement dated January 30, 2006, Appellant selected the species of Figures 1, 3, 
and 4 that were readable on claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 to prosecute in the present application. 
Further, claims 20-23, 24/20, 25, 26, and 28 that were not selected were considered by the 
Examiner to be withdrawn from prosecution in the present application. 

Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 have been twice rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second % 
for indefiniteness and under 35 U.S.C. §102 for anticipation in light of U.S. Patent No. 1,575,848 
to Laubach et al. ("Laubach"), U.S. Patent No. 2,1 18,540 to Van Arsdel ("Van Arsdel"), and 
U.S. Patent No. 2,134,020 to Anson ("Anson"). More specifically with regard to the latter 
rejection, the Examiner relied on Van Arsdel or Anson in rejecting claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, 
and 27 for anticipation; and Laubach in rejecting claims 14, 18, and 19/18 for anticipation. The 
indefiniteness and anticipation rejections to claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 are appealed. 

The Examiner also has provisionally rejected claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 under the 
judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting over claims 20-28 of co- 
pending, parent application U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 10/720,821, filed November 24, 
2003. This provisional rejection is not being appealed at this time. However, if the Board 
reverses the Examiner in this Appeal and the Appeal with regard to U.S. Patent Application Ser. 
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No. 10/720,821, Appellant will file a terminal disclaimer to overcome any obviousness-type 
double patenting rejection. 

IV. STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

Claims 1-13 were the original filed claims. Claims 1-13 were cancelled and claims 14-28 
were added in the Response dated October 27, 2005. Claims 14-28 were to overcome the 
Examiner's basis for rejecting claims 1-13 for anticipation under 35 U.S.C. § 1 02(b) based 
separately on U.S. Patent No. 4,708,676 to Lin "(Lin"), U.S. Patent No. 4,875,386 to Dickinson 
("Dickinson"), and U.S. Patent No. 3,937,629 to Hamasaka ("Hamasaka"). The Examiner 
responded to the October 27 th Response by issuing a restriction requirement in the Office Action 
dated December 30, 2005. In Applicant's Amendment and Response to Restriction Requirement 
dated January 30, 2006, Applicant selected the species of Figures 1, 3, and 4 that were readable 
on claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 to prosecute in the present application. In this Amendment, 
Appellant also amended Claims 14, 17, 18, and 20 to more distinctly claim the invention. 
Further, claims 20-23, 24/20, 25, 26, and 28 that were not selected were considered by the 
Examiner to be withdrawn from prosecution in the present application as evidenced in the Office 
Action dated March 30, 2006. 

In an Amendment dated June 12, 2006, Appellant amended claims 15 and 17 to 
overcome indefiniteness rejections under 35 U.S.C. §112, second % that was raised in the 
prosecution of U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 10/720,821, the parent application to the present 
application, to similar claim language. This was done before it was raised in the present 
application. This amendment to the claims 15 and 17 was repeated in the Response filed June 26, 
2006, because the Examiner had not previously entered these amendments to the claims. The 
Examiner did enter these amendments to Claims 1 5 and 1 7 after the filing of the June 26 th 
Response as evidenced in the Office Action dated July 14, 2006. There were no further 
amendments to the claims. 

Claims 1-13 were rejected in the Office Action date April 26, 2005. These claims, as 
stated, were cancelled in the Response dated October 27, 2005. Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 
were finally rejected in the Office Action dated March 30, 2006. The rejection in the March 30, 
2006, Office Action was made final because the Examiner contended that "Applicant's 
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amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in the Office Action." 
Applicant filed the Notice of Appeal on even date herewith. 

Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27, as amended in the Response dated June 26, 2006, are 
hereby presented in the Appeal. 

V. SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

The present invention is directed to a novel system and method that is associated with a 
steering wheel for relieving or preventing fatigue when driving a vehicle for extended periods of 
time. The system will at least provide support for a portion of the driver's body, such as wrists, 
to relieve or prevent fatigue. (Specification: Page 2, lines 5-10) The present invention also 
provides that the second section may be rigid, semi-rigid, non-deformable, or flexible. Of the 
pending claims, claim 14 is an independant claim and claims 15-19, 24/14, and 27 depend 
directly or indirectly from claim 14. 

Claim 14 recites a fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus that has two sections. 1 
According to claim 14, the first section connects to the periphery of the steering wheel. 
(Specification: Page 3, lines 19-26) The second section connects to, and extends outward from, 
the first section at an angle to a plane across the face of the steering wheel and the second 
section, as stated, may be rigid, semi-rigid, flexible, or non-deformable. The second section will 
support, for example, the driver's wrists, as long as the pressure on the second section is less than 
the pressure necessary to deform it. However, when greater than the deforming pressure is 
applied to the second section, such as in an emergency, this section will deform out of the 
interference with the driver's ability to grab the steering wheel. (Figures 1, 2, 3, 4; Specification: 
Page 3, lines 19-32; Page 4, lines 10-23; Page 5, line 15 to Page 6, line 3) 

Claims 15-19, 24/14, and 27 add further limitations to claim 14. Claim 15 adds that the 
steering wheel may control nautical vessels, aircraft, or ground transportation vehicles. 
(Specification: Page 2, lines 18-21; Page 8, original claim 2) Claim 16 adds that the second 
section can support the forearm, wrist, or hand. (Specification: Page 5, lines 11-14; Page 8, 
original claim 3) Claim 17 adds that the first section extends a predetermined length of the 
periphery of the steering wheel. (Figures 1 and 2; Specification: Page 3, lines 18-31; Page 4, line 
29 to Page 5, line 7; Page 8, original claim 4) Claim 18 adds that the second section includes at 



1 Appendix A contains a full version of amended claim 14. 
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least two sections that connect to the first section. (Figure 2; Specification: Page 4, lines 10-13) 
Claim 19 adds that the first section is deformable. (Specification: Page 3, lines 18-25) Claim 
24/14 adds that the first section is formed integral with the steering wheel. (Figures 1 and 2; 
Specification: Page 5, lines 1-3) Claim 27 adds that the first section may be rigid, semi-rigid, or 
non-deformable. (Specification: Page 3, lines 18-25) Appellant notes for the purpose of this 
Appeal that Claim 27 recites that the first section may be flexible , rigid, semi-rigid, or non- 
deformable. However, the specification supports that the first section may be rigid, semi-rigid 
and non-deformable. (Specification: Page 2, lines 19-32) Therefore, Appellant will agree to 
amend claim 27/14 in accordance with the specification. 

A significant aspect of the present invention is that the second section will deform out of 
interference with the operation of the steering wheel if it is grabbed in an emergency. This is 
shown graphically in Figure 4. The result is a novel apparatus that relieves or prevents fatigue 
when driving for extended periods of time but does not prevent the driver from grabbing the 
wheel in emergencies. 

VI. GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 

Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 were rejected in the Office Action dated March 30, 2006. In 
that Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 on the following bases: 

A. Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 under 35 U.S.C. §112, second % for indefiniteness; 

B. Claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) for allegedly being 
anticipated by Van Arsdel; 

C. Claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) for allegedly being 
anticipated by Anson; and 

D. Claims 14, 18, and 19/18 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) for allegedly being anticipated by 
Laubach. 

Appellant requests that the Board review on Appeal and overturn the Examiner's bases 
for rejection set forth in the Office Action dated March 30, 2006. 

As stated, a copy of amended claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 is set forth in Appendix A. For 
the Board's convenience, a copy of Appellant's June 12, 2006, Response, which includes 
Appellant's last claim amendments, is attached as Appendix B; Appellant's June 26, 2006, 
Response is attached as Appendix C; the Office Action dated July 14, 2006 is attached as 
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Appendix D; and the Appellant's August 3, 2006, Amendment and Response to Notice of Non- 
Compliant Amendment is attached as Appendix E. 

VII. ISSUE 

Appellant, contrary to the contentions of the Examiner, submits that amended claims 14- 
19, 24/14, and 27 are (1) not indefinite under 35 U.S.C. §112, second % (2) not anticipated by 
Van Arsdel under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b), (3) not anticipated by Anson under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b), and 
(4) not anticipated by Laubach under 35 U.S.C. §102(b). 

VIII. GROUPING OF CLAIMS 

Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 are presented on appeal and the respective claims do not 
stand or fall together. Each of the claims recites a distinct set of claim elements that are 
separately patentable from the other claims. 

IX. ARGUMENT 
A. General 

The Examiner has rejected claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 under 35 U.S.C. §1 12, second % 
for indefiniteness. The basis of the rejection is that the Examiner contends the terms "rigid," 
"semi-rigid," "flexible," and "non-deformable" in claims 14 and 17 are indefinite. Appellant 
submits that they are definite and the rejection should be reversed. 

The Examiner also has rejected claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 102(b) for anticipation based on Van Arsdel or Anson, and claims 14, 18, and 19/18 under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(b) for anticipation based on Laubach. The standard for sustaining a rejection for 
anticipation is that a single prior art reference must disclose each and every limitation of the 
claim. See, e.g., Schering Corp. v. Geneva Pharma., Inc., 339 F.3d 1373, 1377 (Fed. Cir. 2003) 
("[a] patent [claim] is invalid for anticipation if a single prior art reference discloses each and 
every limitation of the claimed invention"); Trintec Industries, Inc. v. Top-USA Corp., 295 F.3d 
1292, 1295 (Fed. Cir. 2002) ( u [a] single prior art reference anticipates a patent claim if it 
expressly or inherently describes each and every limitation set forth in the patent claim. ... 
Inherent anticipation requires that the missing descriptive material is 'necessarily present,' not 
merely probably or possibly present, in the prior art"); Brown v. 3M, 265 F.3d 1349, 1351 (Fed. 
Cir. 2001) ("[t]o anticipate, every limitation of the claimed invention must be found in a single 
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prior art reference, arranged as in a claim"); Kloster SpeedsteelAB v. Crucible, Inc., 794 F.2d 
1565, 1571 (Fed. Cir. 1986) ("absent from the reference of any claimed element negates 
anticipation"). Neither Van Arsdel, Anson, nor Laubach meet this standard and the rejections 
should be reversed. 

In the Office Action dated July 14, 2006, the Examiner stated the following with regard 
to the support for the anticipation rejections based on Van Arsdel, Anson, and Laubach: 

Moreover, Applicant's arguments are similar to the arguments presented in co- 
pending Application No. 10[/]720821[.] [T]he Examiner's response to the final 
rejection on May 9, 2006 of Appl. '821 is incorporated herein by reference. 

The final rejection in co-pending U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 10/720,821, the parent 
of the present application, was directed to the anticipation rejections based on Van Arsdel, 
Anson, and Laubach. The Examiner advanced the same arguments as are advanced in the present 
application as grounds for rejecting claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 for anticipation based on these 
three references. Therefore, Appellant is advancing the same or substantially similar positions in 
this Appeal with regard to overcoming the Examiner's anticipation rejections that have been 
raised against claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27. A copy of the Office Action dated May 9, 2006, 
from co-pending Application No. 10/720,821 is attached as Appendix F. 

B. The Claims are Definite 

The Examiner contends that claims 14 and 27 are indefinite under 35 U.S.C. §112, 
second % because of the recitation of the terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," and "non- 
deformable." 3 Applicant submits that these terms would be understood by a person of ordinary 
skill in the art in light of the present invention. 

In particular, the Examiner asserts that these terms are indefinite because these terms 
"[are] not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a standard for the requisite 
degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the 
invention." Further, the Examiner contends "it is unclear what range of Rockwell hardness of the 
material of the second section is required in order to be considered as terms "rigid, semi-rigid, or 
flexible, or non-deformable." Appellant submits that the claims are definite as will be shown. 



2 A copy of the Office Action dated July 14, 2006 is attached as Appendix D. 

3 See Section V above with respect to the indefiniteness rejection directed to claim 27. 
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Claims 14 and 27 include the terms "rigid," "semi-rigid/ 5 "flexible," and "non- 
deformable." Appellant attached as Attachment A to the Response dated June 26, 2006, excerpts 
from the Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary. These excerpts demonstrate that each of the terms 
that the Examiner has contended is indefinite is a very common term that a person of ordinary 
skill in the art would understand with sufficiency to make and use in the present invention. 
Moreover, Appellant has not given any special meaning to these terms other than their ordinary 
meaning. 

The attached excerpts make plain that a person of ordinary skill in the art would clearly 
understand the scope of the claims when either "rigid," "semi-rigid," or "flexible," or "non- 
deformable," is used. As such, claims 14 and 27 would be definite in the hands of a person of 
ordinary skill in the art. Noting this, Appellant overcomes the Examiner's indefiniteness 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. §1 12, second % as to the use of the terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," 
"flexible," and "non-deformable," and respectfully requests that the Board reverse this rejection. 

C. Van Arsdel Does Not Anticipate Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 

The Examiner rejected claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 as being anticipated by Van 
Arsdel. In order to demonstrate that Van Arsdel includes each of the elements of claim 20, the 
Examiner principally relies on the Van Arsdel's Figures and Examiner-annotated versions of 
Figures 3 and 5 of Van Arsdel. 4 In his rejection, the Examiner states that reference no. 4 (in the 
Van Arsdel Figures) equates to the first section and reference no. 2 (in the Van Arsdel Figures) 
equates to the second section of claim 14. Appellant submits that the Examiner fails to consider 
and appreciate all of the elements of the second section because if he does, two things are clear: 
(i) the grip-rest is in a plane parallel with the one across the face of the steering wheel and (ii) 
there is a missing element. Therefore, Van Arsdel does not establish a prima facie basis of 
anticipation, even considering the "broadest reasonable interpretation" standard recited by the 
Examiner in the Office Action. 

At least one missing element from the Van Arsdel teachings is underlined in the 
following quotation: 

The second section extends from the first section outward at an angle to a 
plane across the face of the steering wheel, the second section for supporting at 
least a portion of a vehicular operator's body when pressure from the portion of 

4 The annotated versions of Figures 3 and 5 are Attachment 1 to the Office Action dated May 9, 2006. (Appendix F) 
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the vehicular operator's body on the second section is less than the pressure for 
deforming the second section out of interference with the vehicular operator's 
ability to operate the steering wheel, and deforming out of interference with the 
vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel when pressure from the 
portion of the vehicular operator's body on the second section is equal to or 
greater than the pressure for performing the second section out of interference 
with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel [Emphasis 
added.] 

The Examiner's citation to Van Arsdel to support his contention that it teaches each of 
the elements of the second section is the following: 5 

The rotation of the steering wheel by hand pressure against the flanges 4 and 5 is 
assisted by the palm and fingers which are wrapped around the rim of the wheel, and to 
increase the finger hold the grip-rest 2, which is thickened and bifurcated to straddle the 
rim as shown in Fig. 6, is provided with recesses separated by ridges here shown as 
three in number, 6, 7, and 8. . .. 

The weight of the hand and arm are comfortably supported with the bottom of the 
hand resting in the concavity of the grip-rest as shown in Fig. 1, or with the ball of the 
thumb seated in the concavity as shown in Fig. 2. . .. 

My improved grip-rest may be formed integral with the rim of the steering wheel as 
shown in Fig. 8, but I prefer to make it removable as an attachment for any make of car 
and also to make it adjustable to suit the requirements or fancy of the driver. 

Van Arsdel, Page 1, Right Column, Lines 29-54. 

The Examiner contends that the grip-rest is deformable; however Appellant submits this 
is not supported by Van Arsdel. Van Arsdel requires the following to move the grip-rest: loosen 
the screw, reposition the grip-rest, and retighten the screw. (Van Arsdel, Page 2, Left Column, 
Lines 28-32) Appellant submits that this is not deforming according to claim 14 during normal 
use of the grip-rest. Once the grip-rest of Van Arsdel is in place, it is fixed, and does not move. 
Thus, Van Arsdel is missing the deforming element. 

Appellant's position on the teachings of Van Arsdel is supported by the reference: 

The grip-rest 2 is concave longitudinally and about half of the rest extends over and 
part way across a steering wheel rim 3 in a manner to slope downwardly and inwardly 
of the rim. The outer edge 4 on the side, and 5 on the rear end of the concave, located 
above the rim, extends up into a marginal flange to be contacted by the inside of the ball 
of the thumb by the bottom of the hand, depending upon which part of the hand is 
seated on the rest. These flanges 4 and 5 enable the operator instantly to feel any 
deviation of the car from a straight course and gives him something substantial to push 



5 See Office Action dated May 9, 2006, p. 3. (Appendix F) 
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against in resistance and also in rotating the wheel to steer the car around comers and 
curves and away from obstructions or bad places in the roadway . Emphasis added.] 

Van Arsdel, Page 1 3 Right Column, Lines 13-28. 

The quotation immediately above clearly demonstrates that the grip-rest of Van Arsdel 
does not deform according to claim 14 when pressure is applied to it. Noting this, Van Arsdel is 
missing at least one element and, as such, it cannot establish a prima facie basis of anticipation. 

Claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 depend from claim 14. As such, each of these claims 
has all of the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 are not 
anticipated by Van Arsdel for at least the same reasons as Claim 14. 

In Section V above, Appellant states what claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 add to what 
is claimed in claim 14. These separate combinations, namely 15/14, 16/14, 17/14, 19/17, 24, and 
27/14, each provides bases for not being anticipated, which includes the reasons claim 14 is not 
anticipated. 

Noting the foregoing, Appellant has demonstrated clearly that claims 14-17, 19/17, 
24/14, and 27 are not anticipated by Van Arsdel and respectfully request that this basis for 
rejection be reversed. 

D. Anson Does Not Anticipate Claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 

The Examiner rejected claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 as being anticipated by Anson. 

Relying on Examiner-annotated versions Figures 1, 2, and 8 of Anson, the Examiner states that 

reference no. 1 3 equates to the first section and reference no. 1 1 equates to the second section of 

claim 14. 6 However, it is important to review the description of the Anson attachment on which 

the Examiner puts tremendous weight in considering the issue of anticipation: 

I have found that in the driving of an automobile and particular when driving for 
extended periods of time over long distances, the normal manner of holding and 
manipulating the steering wheel, wherein both driver's hands grasp the wheel and 
positions which require the driver's arms remain in a raised and more or less unnatural 
and uncomfortable position, considerable strain develops in the driver's hands, arms, 
shoulders and back particularly, and results in excess of fatigue . . . 

To obviate these disadvantages , I have devised an attachment for steering wheels, 
which permits a driver to assume a completely comfortable and relaxed driving 
position, while at the same time, affords a means permitting the driver to at all times 
retain positive operating control of the steering wheel. [Emphasis added] 

6 See Office Action dated May 9, 2006, p. 4. (Appendix F) 
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Anson, Page 1, Left Column, Lines 6-25. 

The steering wheel attachment of Anson is described as follows: 

The attachment comprises a hand grip portion 1 1, which is preferably of bulbular 
form.... Grip portion 1 1 normally extends downward from the wheel rim and is of 
suitable length to adapt same to extend to the region of the driver's lap so that it may be 
grasped by the driver's hand when his hand is resting in a normal comparable position 
in his lap . Grip portion 1 1 is reduced in cross-sectional area at one end to form a neck 
12. Neck 12. . .will have sufficient pliability. . .to be deflected from its normal pendant 
position without adversely affecting the measure of control of the steering wheel 
movements afforded by the positive operating movement of the attachment, while at the 
same time, neck 12 will retain sufficient rigidity to permit operating movements of hand 
grip 11 to be positively communicated to the steering wheel rim for effective control of 
its movements . [Emphasis added] 

Anson, Page 1, Right Column, Line 49 - Page 2, Left Column, Line 18. 

The Examiner has cited Anson at Page 2, Left Column, Lines 62-72, as teaching the 
deformability element of the second section in claim 14. As the quotation above demonstrates, 
when the Anson handgrip is in use, it is in the pendant position below the steering wheel and 
used to steer the vehicle. If, during normal operations, the driver were to grab the steering wheel 
in an emergency situation, he would release the handgrip and grab the wheel, for example, at the 
10 and 2 o'clock positions. In doing so, the pendant-hanging handgrip would not be deformed as 
set forth in claim 14 because it would not be in use at all. Moreover, if it were used, it would not 
be deformed out of interference but would be held in the pendant position to steer the vehicle and 
not released. Further, if the handgrip is moved to the top of the steering wheel, it will be 
awkward and dangerous to use because the driver's hands will be disposed through the steering 
wheel. In this position, it also will not provide any of the benefits recited in Anson to relieve 
fatigue in the arms or hands of the driver. 

The Examiner has stated the handgrip of Anson equates to deformation according to 
claim 14 because it may be moved from the bottom pendant position to the top of the steering 
wheel. When the handgrip is moved to the top, it is moved there to be placed purposefully out of 
use all the time. As such, it will not be in a position to be deformed as set forth in the second 
section of claim 14. 7 If the handgrip is moved to the top of the steering wheel, as suggested by 
the Examiner, it would be awkward and dangerous to use for driving because the driver's hands 



7 Anson, Page 2, Left Column, Lines 68-72. 
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would be disposed through the steering wheel. In order to move the handgrip, it would be 
understood that the vehicle would have to be stopped, the handgrip detached and repositioned at 
the top, and reattached. Noting this, Anson is missing at least the deforming element of claim 20 
and, as such, it does not support a prima facie basis of anticipation. 

Claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 depend from claim 14. Thus, each of these claims has 
all of the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 are not anticipated 
by Anson for at least the same reasons as claim 14. 

In Section V above, Appellant sets forth what claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 add to 
claim 14. These separate combinations, namely 15/14, 16/14, 17/14, 19/17, 24, and 27/14, each 
provides bases for not being anticipated, which includes the reasons claim 14 is not anticipated 
by Anson. 

Noting the foregoing, Appellant has demonstrated clearly that claims 14-17, 19/17, 
24/14, and 27 are not anticipated by Anson and respectfully request that this basis for rejection 
be reversed. 

E. Laubach Does Not Anticipate Claims 14, 18, and 19/18 

The Examiner rejected 14, 18, and 19/18 for anticipation based on Laubach. The 
Examiner relies on the Examiner-annotated version Figure 2 of Laubach and indicates that 
reference nos. 7 and 8 equates to the first section and reference no. 10 equates to the second 
section of claim 14. 8 Appellant submits that Laubach does not form a prima facie basis of 
anticipation because at least one element is missing. 

Laubach states the following with regard to the knobs attached to the steering wheel: 

By particularly considering the Figures 2 and 3, it will be seen that the knobs 2 are 
secured to the rim of the wheel 1 by means of securing screws 4, these screws being 
threaded as indicated at 5 longitudinally through the knob 2, and extending for quite a 
distance through the entire length of the knobs, thereby efficiently bracing the same . 
The inner ends of the knobs 2 are concave as indicated at 6, so as to conform to the 
contour of the outer periphery of the wheel 1 ... 

Each knob 2 is provided with a plurality of finger sockets 9 upon the upper face 
thereof, and an enlarged head portion 10 at the outer end thereof, for the purpose of 
facilitating the gripping of the knob and preventing the actual slippage of the hand of 
the operator from the knob 2 . [Emphasis added] 

Laubach, Page 1, Lines 43-71. 

8 See Office Action dated May 9, 2006, pp. 5-6. (Appendix F) 
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The description of the knobs and a review of the Figures makes plain that the knobs are 
not deformable and they are not disposed at an angle with respect to the plane across the face of 
the steering wheel. The knobs are rigidly connected to the steering wheel by screws 5. Any 
movement of them requires removing the screws, drilling the wheel at a new location, and 
reattaching the knobs at the new location. At this new location, the knobs will be in a plane 
parallel to the plane across the face of the steering wheel. 

The knobs do not deform out of interference with the operation of the steering wheel, as 
does the second section of claim 14. In fact, once the Laubach knobs are secured by screws 5 as 
shown and described, they are fixed and not movable during normal operations. If they are not 
unscrewed, the only movement would be to apply a destructive force to the knobs, thereby 
breaking them. Therefore, Laubach does not support a prima facie basis of anticipation because it 
is missing at least one element of claim 14 relating to deformation of the knobs out of 
interference with the operation of the steering wheel in the normal operation of the knobs. 

As Appellant previously stated, claims 18 and 19/18 depend from claim 14. As such each 
of these claims have all of the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 18 and 19/18 are not 
anticipated by Laubach for the same reasons as claim 14. 

Section V above states what claims 18 and 19/18 add to the invention of claim 14. These 
separate combinations, namely 14/18 and 14/19, each provides bases for not being anticipated, 
which includes the reasons claim 14 is not anticipated by Laubach. 

Noting the foregoing, Appellant has demonstrated clearly that claims 14, 18, and 19/18 
are not anticipated by Laubach and respectfully request that this basis or rejection be reversed. 

X. CONCLUSION 

In the foregoing, Appellant has clearly traversed each of the Examiner's bases for 
rejecting amended claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 under 35 U.S.C. §112, second % for 
indefiniteness, and claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 under 35 U.S.C. §102 for allegedly being 
anticipated by Van Arsdel, Anson, and Laubach. Accordingly Appellant requests that the Board 
reverse these outstanding rejections and remand the application to Examiner and direct that the 
application be sent to issue. 
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No fees are believed due; however, please charge any additional fees due or 
overpayments to Deposit Account No. 08-0219. 



Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP 
60 State Street 
Boston, MA 02109 
Tel: 617-526-6183 
Fax: 617-526-5000 



Dated: August 25, 2006 




Registration No. 30,271 
Attorney for Appellant 
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Appendix A: A copy of amended claims 14-19, 24/14 and 27 

Appendix B: A copy of Appellant's Response dated June 12, 2006 

Appendix C: A copy of the Response dated June 26, 2006 

Appendix D: A copy of the Office Action dated July 14, 2006 

Appendix E: A copy of Appellant's Amendment and Response to 

Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment dated August 3, 2006 

Appendix F: A copy of the Office Action dated May 9, 2006 of 
co-pending Application Serial No. 10/720,831 
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APPENDIX A 

In the Claims 
1-13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Previously Presented) A fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus associated with a 
steering wheel for controlling a vehicle, comprising: 

a first section that connects to a peripheral portion of the steering wheel; and 
a rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable second section that connects to, 
and extends from the first section at the peripheral portion of the steering wheel, the 
second section extends from the first section outward at an angle to a plane across a front 
face of the steering wheel, the second section for supporting at least a portion of a 
vehicular operator's body when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's 
body on the second section is less than the pressure for deforming the second section out 
of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel, and 
deforming out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering 
wheel when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's body on the second 
section is equal to or greater than the pressure for deforming the second section out of 
interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel. 

15. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
steering wheel includes the steering wheel for controlling at least a nautical vessel, 
aircraft, or ground transportation vehicle. 

16. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
portion of the body supported by the second section includes at least a forearm, wrist, or 
hand. 

17. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
first section extends a predetermined length of the peripheral portion of the steering 
wheel. 

18. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
second section includes at least two second sections that each connect to the first section 
at separate locations. 

1 9. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 1 7 or 1 8, wherein 
the first section is deformable. 
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20. (Withdrawn) A fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus associated with a 
steering wheel for controlling a vehicle, comprising: 

at least two discrete first sections that each connect to a peripheral portion of the 
steering wheel, and 

a discrete rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable second section that 
connects to, and extends from each first section at a peripheral portion of the steering 
wheel, each second section extends from the first section outward at an angle to a plane 
across a front face of the steering wheel, each second section for supporting at least a 
portion of a vehicular operator's body when pressure from the portion of the vehicular 
operator's body on the second section is less than the pressure for deforming the second 
section out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering 
wheel, and deforming out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operator 
the steering wheel when pressure form the portion of the vehicular operator's body on the 
second section is equal to or greater than the pressure for deforming the second section 
out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel.. 

21 . (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the steering 
wheel includes a steering wheel for controlling at least a nautical vessel, aircraft or 
ground transportation vehicle. 

22. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the portion of 
the body supported by the second section includes at least a forearm, wrist, or hand. 

23. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the apparatus 
is adjustable for supporting different sizes or types of body portions. 

24. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein each 
first section is formed integral with the steering wheel. 

25. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 14 or 20, wherein each first 
section is detachable from the steering wheel. 

26. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein each first 
section is deformable. 

27. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
first section is flexible, rigid, or semi-rigid, or non-deformable. 
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28. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the first section 
is flexible, rigid, or semi-rigid, or non-deformable. 
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Express Mail No. EV804261516US 
Date of Deposit: 6/12/06 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of: Wilson Examiner: Vinh Luong 

Serial No.: 10/727,306 Art Unit: 3682 

Filing Date: December 3, 2003 

For: FATIGUE RELIEVING SUPPORT FOR STEERING WHEELS AND 
THE LIKE 

Mail Stop Amendment 

Commissioner for Patents __ 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

i- Response 

Sir: 

This is a Response to the Office Action dated March 30, 2006. This Response 
places the application and the claims therein, in condition for allowance. In this 
Response, the amendments to the specification begin on page 2, the amendment to the 
claims begin on page 5, and the Remarks begin on page 8. 
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Specification: 

Page 2, please rewrite the third full paragraph as follows: 
The system of the present invention will include at least one part that extends 
outward at an angle from a plane across the face of the steering wheel or vehicular 
control. This part is at least partially deformable in at least one direction, so that the 
system will not interfere with the operation of the wheel or control. This deformability, 
however, will not impede the support function of the system on the invention. 
Furthermore, the deformable material has memory, so that after a deforming force is 
removed, it resumes its original predeformation configuration and shap e, which is 
extending outward at an angle from a plane across the face of the steering wheel or 
vehicular control. 

Page 3, please rewrite the seventh full paragraph as follows: 
Deformable material second section 102 extends outward from steering control 
105 over a predetermined section of the steering control, which is shown in Figure 1 to be 
an arc. As is better shown in Figure 3. a deformable second section such as 102 extends 
outward at an angle from a plane across the face of a steering control such as 105. 
Deformable second section 102 may extends outward from the steering control at or 
below the inside circumference of the control over the predetermined arc. This arc will 
typically include at least the ten 104 and two 106 o'clock positions, or may include the 
entire circumference. 

Page 4, please rewrite the fourth and fifth full paragraphs as follows: 
The first system of the present invention at 202 includes first section 204 that 
connects to steering control 211 and second section 205 that extends outward from first 
section 204. Further, a second section such as 205 extends outward at an angle from a 
plane across the face of a steering control such as 21 1 (see Figure 3). First section 204 
may be rigid, semi-rigid, or deformable, while second section 205 is deformable. If the 
first section is deformable, it may have memory. 

Similarly, the second system of the present invention at 203 includes first section 
207 that connects to steering control 21 1 and second section 209 that extends outward 
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from first section 207. Further, a second section such as 209 extends outward at an angle 
from a plane across the face of a steering control such as 21 1 (see Figure 3). First section 
207 may be rigid, semi-rigid, or deformable, while second section 209 is deformable. 
Again, if the first section is deformable, it may have memory. Further, second sections 
205 and 209 may be rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable and still be within 
the scope of the present invention. 

Page 5, please rewrite second full paragraph as follows: 
Referring to Figure 3, generally at 300, steering control 305 is shown that 
includes rim 308, spokes 310, and steering column 312. First section 301 is formed 
integral with rim 308 and deformable second section 302 extends outward from the first 
section. As is shown, second section 302 extends outward at angle 316 from plane 318 
across the face of steering control 305. The material of second section 302 has sufficient 
strength that when driving, the driver may rest his/her wrists or portions of the hands 322 
on the material and they will be supported. The structure is such that the weight of the 
arms and hands through the wrists or portions of the hands are supported without the 
material deforming. 

Page 6, please rewrite the second and third full paragraphs as follows: 
Referring to Figure 5, generally at 500, a second embodiment of the present 
invention is shown. System 501 of the present invention shown in Figure 5 includes a 
first section 502 that detachably connects to steering control rim. Deformable second 
section 503 connects to, and extends outwardly from, first section 502. As is shown, 
deformable second section 503 extends outward at angle 516 from plane 518 across the 
face of steering control rim 508. First section 502 may snap-on or otherwise attach to the 
steering control such that it may appear integral with the steering control. One of many 
possible known means for accomplishing this is by first section 502 being mostly rigid, 
and leaving a space 507 so the attachment can be forced over rim 508 and leave room for 
the steering control spokes 510. Regardless of the means for attachment, once first 
section 502 is attached to the steering control, it will provide all of the benefits that have 
been described for the first section being integrally formed with the rim. Additionally, 
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the second embodiment, may be a single structure with a single resting material support, 
a single structure with multiple resting supports, or multiple structures each with its own 
resting support. As in the other embodiments, the second section may be rigid, semi- 
rigid or flexible, or non-deformable and still be within the scope of the present invention. 
By way of example, Figure 6, generally at 600, shows another alternate method to 
attach the system of the present invention to steering control rim 608. The system in this 
figure has first section 602 that will envelop rim 608. First section 602 may be made 
from a flexible material. First section 602 may have a slit 61 1 ± which after this section 
envelops the rim^ may be stitched shut by stitches 613. As in the other embodiments of 
the present invention, deformable second section 603 connects to, and extends outwardly . 
from, first section 602. Further, a deformable second section such as 603 extends 
outward at an angle from a plane across the face of a steering control rim such as 608 (see 
. Figures 3 and 5). Again, the second section may be rigid, semi-rigid, or non-deformable 
and still be within the scope of the present invention. 
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In the Claims 

14. (Previously Amended) A fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus associated 
with a steering wheel for controlling a vehicle, comprising: 

a first section that connects to a peripheral portion of the steering wheel; and 
a rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable second section that connects to, 
and extends from the first section at the peripheral portion of the steering wheel, the 
second section extends from the first section outward at an angle to a plane across a front 
face of the steering wheel, the second section for supporting at least a portion of a 
vehicular operator's body when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's 
body on the second section is less than the pressure for deforming the second section out 
of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel, and 
deforming out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering . 
wheel when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's body on the second 
section is equal to or greater than the pressure for deforming the second section out of 
interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel. 

15. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
steering wheel includes a the steering wheel for controlling at least a nautical vessel, 
aircraft, or ground transportation vehicle. 

16. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
portion of the body supported by the second section includes at least a forearm, wrist, or 
hand. 

17. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
first section extends a predetermined length of a predetermined the peripheral portion of 
the steering wheel. 

18. (Previously Amended) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
second section includes at least two second sections that each connect to the first section 
at separate locations. 

19. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 17 or 18, wherein 
the first section is deformable. 
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20. (Previously Added) A fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus associated 
with a steering wheel for controlling a vehicle, comprising: 

at least two discrete first sections that each connect to a peripheral portion of the 
steering wheel, and 

a discrete rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable second section that 
connects to, and extends from each first section at a peripheral portion of the steering 
wheel, each second section extends from the first section outward at an angle to a plane 
across a front face of the steering wheel, each second section for supporting at least a 
portion of a vehicular operator's body when pressure from the portion of the vehicular 
operator's body on the second section is less than the pressure for deforming the second 
section out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering 
wheel, and deforming out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operator 
the steering wheel when pressure form the portion of the vehicular operator's body on the 
second section is equal to or greater than the pressure for deforming the second section 
out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel.. 

21. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the 
steering wheel includes a steering wheel for controlling at least a nautical vessel, aircraft 
or ground transportation vehicle. 

22. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the 
portion of the body supported by the second section includes at least a forearm, wrist, or 
hand. 

23. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the 
apparatus is adjustable for supporting different sizes or types of body portions. 

24. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 14 or 20, wherein 
each first section is formed integral with the steering wheel. 

25. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 14 or 20, wherein 
each first section is detachable from the steering wheel. 

26. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein each 
first section is deformable. 

27. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the first 
section is flexible, rigid, or semi-rigid, or non-deformable. 
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28. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the first 
section is flexible, rigid, or semi-rigid, or non-deformable. 
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Remarks 

I. Introduction 

Applicant is in receipt of the Office Action dated at March 30, 2006. Claims 14- 
19, 24/14, and 27 are pending in the present application. The Examiner has recited 
several grounds for objecting to and rejecting the present application. Examiner objected 
to the drawings for not including representations to the angular disposition of second 
section of the fatigue/relieving apparatus. In view of this objection to the drawings, the 
Examiner objected to the specification. The Examiner also has objected to claims 14-19, 
24/14, and 27 for indefiniteness under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. Lastly, the 
Examiner rejected pending claims 14-19, 24/14 and 27 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) for 
anticipation based on either Van Arsdel, U.S. Patent No. 2,1 18,540; Anson, U.S. Patent 
No. 2,134,020; or Laubach, U.S. Patent No. 1,575,848. Applicant will demonstrate 
herein that the objections and rejections have been overcome by this Response, thereby 
placing the present application in condition for allowance. 

II. The Corrected Drawings Overcome the Examiner's Objection 

On page 3 of the Office Action, the Examiner objected to the drawings because 
"each part of the invention, e.g., the angle and the face in claim 14 should be designated 
by a reference numeral or character." Applicant has corrected the drawings as requested 
by the Examiner. These changes to the drawings do not add new matter. As such, 
Applicant has traversed the Examiner's basis for objection to the drawings. 

III. The Specification, As Amended, Overcome the Examiner's 
Objection 

On page 4 of the Office Action, the Examiner objected to the specification for 
"failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the claimed the subject matter, such as, 'an 
angle,' in claim 14." Applicant has amended the specification to overcome this objection. 
These amendments do not add new matter. Therefore, this objection should be 
withdrawn. 
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IV. The Claims, As Amended Are Definitive. 

On page 3 of the Office Action, the Examiner contends that the terms "rigid", 

"semi-rigid," "flexible," or "non-deformable" in claims 14 and 17 are indefinite. 
Applicant submits that these terms would be understood by a person of ordinary skill in 
the art in light of the present invention. 

The Examiner contends that 14 and 17 are indefinite under 35 U.S.C. §§ 112, 
second paragraph, because of the recitation of the terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," 
and "non-deformable." In particular, the Examiner asserts that these terms are indefinite 
because these terms "[are] not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a 
standard for the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be 
reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention." Further, the Examiner contends that 
"it is unclear what range of Rockwell hardness of the material of the second section is 
required in order to be considered as terms "rigid," semi-rigid, or flexible, or non- 
deformable." Applicant submits that the claims are definite as will be shown. 

Claims 14 and 17, include the terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," and "non- 
deformable." Applicant has attached as Attachment A excerpts from the Ninth New 
Collegiate Dictionary. These excerpts demonstrate that each of the terms that the 
Examiner has contended is indefinite is a very common term that a person of ordinary 
skill in the art would understand with sufficiency to make and use the present invention. 
The attached excerpts make plain that a person of ordinary skill in the art would clearly 
understand the scope of the claims when "rigid," "semi-rigid," or "flexible," or "non- 
deformable," is used. As such, claims 14 and 17 would be definite in the hands of a 
person of ordinary skill in the art. Noting this, Applicant overcomes the Examiner's 
indefiniteness rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, as to the use of the 
terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," and "non-deformable," and respectfully requests 
that this rejection be withdrawn with regard to claims 14 and 19. 

The Examiner also rejected claims 15 and 17 for allegedly having no anticipated 
basis for the terms "a steering wheel" and "a peripheral portion of the steering wheel," 
respectively. Applicant has amended the claims to remove any possible confusion on the 
part of the Examiner with regard to overcoming this obviousness rejection. 
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Noting the foregoing, Applicant has traversed each of the Examiner's basis for 
rejecting the claims for indefiniteness under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. 

V. Claims 14-19 Are Not Anticipated Under 35 § U.S.C. 102(b) 

Claims 14-19, 24/14 and 27 are pending in the present application. In the current 

Office Action, claims 14-19, 24-14 and 27 have been rejected by the Examiner for 
anticipation under 35 U.S.C. § 102 (b) based on a three references. These references are 
U.S. Patent No. 1,575,848 to Laubach ("Laubach"), U.S. Patent No. 2,118,540 to Van 
Arsdel ("Van Arsdel"), and U.S. Patent No. 2,134,020 to Anson ("Anson"). More 
specifically, the Examiner relied on Van Arsdel or Anson for rejecting claims 14-17, 
19/17, 24/14 and 27; and Laubach for rejecting claims 14, 18 and 19/18. Hereinafter, 
Applicant will demonstrate that claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27, as presently amended, place 
the present application in condition for allowance and the application should be passed to 
issue. 

A, Applicable Law 

In order for there to be anticipation under 35 U.S.C. §102, a single prior art 
reference must show each and every feature of the claimed invention in the same way. . 
Brown v. 3M, 265 F.3d 1349, 1351 (Fed. Cir. 2001) ("To anticipate, every limitation of 
the claimed invention must be found in a single prior art reference, arranged as in the 
claim"); Kloster Speedsteel AB v. Crucible, Inc., 793 F.2d 1565, 1571 (Fed. Cir. 1986) 
("absence from the reference of any claimed element negates anticipation"). Applicant 
submits that neither Van Arsdel, Anson, nor Laubach satisfy this standard for finding 
anticipation under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). 

B. Van Arsdel Does Not Anticipate Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 
Claim 14 is an independent claim and claims 15-19, 24/14, and 27 depend from 

claim 14. As such, claims 15-19, 24/14, and 27 add features to claim 20. 

In relying on Van Arsdel, the Examiner does not cite to any descriptions of the 
auto steering wheel handgrip disclosed in this reference but annotates the drawings for 
this purpose. Specifically, the Examiner annotated Figures 3 and 5 in an attempt to show 
what is being claimed in claim 14. The Examiner states that reference no. 4 equates to the 
first section and reference no. 2 equates to the second section of claim 14. Applicant 
submits that the Examiner fails to consider and appreciate all of the elements of the 
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second section because if he did, two things would be clear (i) the grip-rest is in a plane 
parallel with the one across the face of the steering wheel and (ii) there is a missing 
element. 

Van Arsdel at column 2, lines 13-54 states: 

The grip-rest 2 is concave longitudinally and about half of the rest 
extends over and part way across the steering wheel rim 3 in a manner to 
slope downwardly and inwardly of the rim. The outer edge 4 on the side, 
and 5 of the rear end of the concave, located above the rim, extends up 
into a marginal flange to be contacted by the inside of the ball of the 
thumb or by the bottom of the hand, depending upon which part of the 
hand is seated on the rest. These flanges 4 and 5 enable the operator 
instantly to feel any deviation of the car from a straight course and gives 
him something substantial to push against in resistance and also in rotating 
the wheel to steer the car around corners and curves and away from 
obstructions or bad places in the roadway. 

The rotation of the steering wheel bv hand pressure against the 
flanges 4 and 5 is assisted by the palm and fingers, which are wrapped 
around the rim of the wheel , and increase the fingerhold [on] the grip-rest 
2, which is thickened and bifurcated to straddle the rim as shown in Fig. 6, 
is provided with recesses separated by ridges, here shown as three in 
number, 6, 7, and 8.... [See Figure 4] 

The weight of the hand and arm are comfortably supported with the 
bottom of the hand resting in the concavity of the grip-rest as shown in 
Fig. 1, or with the ball of the thumb seated in the concavity as shown in 
Fig. 2.... 

My improved grip-rest may be formed integral with the rim of the 
steering wheel as shown in Fig. 8, but I prefer to make it removable as an 
attachment for any make of car and also to make it adjustable to suit the 
requirements or fancy of the driver. [Emphasis added] 

A review of Figures 3 and 5, as annotated by the Examiner, attempts to show that 
the grip-rest of Van Arsdel is disposed outward at an angle a to a plane across the face of 
the steering wheel shows that the Examiner's position is misplaced. As the description 
above from Van Arsdel indicates, the grip-rest is disposed as shown in Figure 6 parallel 
to the plane across the face of the steering wheel not at angle to it. This is very clear 
because in each disposition of the grip-rest in the Figures, it is fixed in this parallel plane 
to support the thumb or part of the palm. It is also fixed so that it is not deformable so the 
driver can put extensive pressure on it (and it will not move) for steering the automobile 
(See underscored sections in the quotation above). 
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If the grip-rest were supposed to be at an angle commensurate with the present 
invention as the Examiner contends, its disposition would be shown differently in the 
drawings. As such, there is not support for the Examiner's contention that the grip-rest is 
disposed other than in the plane parallel to the plane across the form of the steering 
wheel. Accordingly, one skilled in the art would not understand the grip-rest in Van 
Arsdel to be disposed as the Examiner contends. 

There is also no support in the description of the grip-rest in Van Arsdel that it 
will deform in any way out of interference with the operation of the steering wheel. 
Applicant submits he is justified in taking this position given the description of the 
connection of the grip-rest as shown in Figure 6 or the integrally formed grip-rest shown 
in Figure 8. Therefore, the grip-rest of Van Arsdel would not anticipate the invention as 
set forth in claim 14 because it is missing at least one element, i.e., Van Arsdel at least 
does not teach or suggest the features of the second section being deformable out of 
interference with the operation of the steering wheel as set forth* in claim 14. 

Noting in the foregoing, Applicant has demonstrated that the auto steering wheel 
grip-rest of Van Arsdel does not anticipate (or render obvious) the invention of claim 14. 
Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the anticipation rejection based on Van 
Arsdel be withdrawn. 

Claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 depend from claim 14. As such, each of these 
dependent claims includes all the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 15-17, 19/17, 
24/14, and 27 are not anticipated by Van Arsdel for the same reasons that claim 14 is not 
anticipated by this patent. Thus, Applicant has traversed the Examiner's basis for 
rejecting claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 for anticipation and respectfully requests 
that this rejection be withdrawn. 

C. Anson Does Not Anticipate Claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 

The Examiner has rejected claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 for anticipation 
based on Anson. Referring to the Figures of Anson, the Examiner states that reference 
no. 13 equates to the first section and reference no. 1 1 equates to the second section of 
claim 14. The Examiner has annotated Figure 8 to indicate that the steering wheel 
attachment of Anson is disposed at an angle a with respect to a plane across the face of 
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the steering wheel. Before addressing the Examiner's basis of rejection, Applicant 
submits that the description of the steering wheel attachment of Anson is germane to the 
Examiner's position on anticipation. Applicant also submits that if this description is 
taken into consideration, the Examiner should withdraw the anticipation rejection based 
on Anson. 

In the description of the purpose of the steering wheel attachment in Anson, the 

patent states (Page 1, left column, lines 6-25): 

I have found that in the driving of an automobile and particular 
when driving for extended periods of time over long distances, the normal 
manner of holding and manipulating the steering wheel, wherein both 
driver's hands grasp the wheel in positions which require the driver's arms 
to remain in a raised and more or less unnatural and uncomfortable 
position, considerable strain develops in the driver's hands, arms, 
shoulders and back particularly, and results in excess of fatigue , such as 
will frequently dull the driver's normal reflexes and alertness and thereby 
increase the danger of accidents. 

To obviate these disadvantages , I have devised an attachment for 
steering wheels, which permits a driver to assume a completely 
comfortable and relaxed driving position, while at the same time, affords a 
means permitting the driver to at all times retain positive operating control 
of the steering wheel. [Emphasis added] 

The steering wheel attachment of Anson is subsequently described in the patent. 
The following description is stated (Page 1, right column, line 49 - Page 2, left column, 
line 18): 

The attachment comprises a hand grip portion 11, which is preferably of 
bulbular form.... Grip portion 1 1 normally extends downward from the 
wheel rim and is of suitable length to adapt same to extend to the region of 
the driver's lap so that it may be grasped by the driver's hand when his 
hand is resting in a normal comparable position in his lap . Grip portion 
11.. .which will have sufficient pliability. . .to be deflected from its normal 
pendant position without adversely affecting the measure of control of the 
steering wheel movements afforded by the positive operating movement 
of the attachment, while at the same time, neck 12 will retain sufficient 
rigidity to permit operating movements of hand grip 1 1 to be positively 
communicated to the steering wheel rim for effective control of its 
movements . [Emphasis added] 

Applicant submits that the steering wheel attachment of Anson does disclose all 
of the elements of claim 14. As set forth in the quotation above, the steering wheel 
attachment of Anson is a pliable structure that dangles downward from the bottom of the 
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steering wheel. It is further understood from the quotation above that in use the steering 
wheel attachment is grasped by the driver's hand while the arms and hands are resting in 
the driver' s lap. There is no teaching in Anson that the steering wheel attachment can be 
disposed of any location other than at the bottom of the steering wheel where it dangles 
for use. The other disposite of the hand grip at the top of rim is for situations where it is 
removed from use. 

The Examiner has cited Anson at Page 2, Left Column, Lines 62-72, as teaching 
the deformability element of the second section in claim 14. As the quotation above 
demonstrates, when the Anson handgrip is in use, it is in the pendent position and used to 
steer the vehicle. If, during normal operations, the driver were to grab the steering wheel 
in an emergency situation, he would release the handgrip and grab the wheel, for 
example, at the 10 and 2 o'clock positions. In doing so, the pendent-hanging handgrip 
would not be deformed as set forth in claim 14 because it would not be in use. Moreover, 
if it were used, it would not be deformed out of interference but would be held to steer 
the vehicle. 

The Examiner has stated the handgrip of Anson equates to deformation according 
to claim 14 because it may be moved from the bottom pendent position to the top of the 
steering wheel. When the handgrip is moved to the top, it is moved there to be 
purposefully out of use all the time so it will not be in a position to be deformed as set 
forth in the second section of claim 14. 1 In order to move the handgrip, it would be 
understood that the vehicle would have to be stopped, the handgrip detached and 
repositioned at the top, and reattached. 

Given the foregoing, the steering wheel attachment of Anson at least does not 
indicate the element of the second section being disposed outward at an angle from the 
plane across the face of the steering wheel (Anson extends rearward) and it does not 
teach that the attachment will be deformable out of interference with the operation of the 
steering wheel as set forth in claim 14. 

Applicant has demonstrated that claim 14 is not anticipated (or rendered obvious) 
by Anson and requests that the anticipation rejection based on this patent be withdrawn. 



1 Anson, page 2, left column, lines 68-72. 
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Claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 depend from claim 14. As such, each of these 
dependent claims includes all the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 15-17, 19/17, 
24/14, and 27 are not anticipated by Anson for the same reasons that claim 14 is not 
anticipated by this patent. Applicant has traversed the Examiner's basis for rejecting 
claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 for anticipation and respectfully requests that this 
rejection be withdrawn. 

D. Laubach Does Not Anticipate Claims 14, 18, and 19/18 

The Examiner has rejected claims 14, 18, and 19/18 for anticipation based on 
Laubach. In formulating the rejection based on Laubach, the Examiner has not relied on 
any part of the disclosure in that patent but has annotated the drawings to allegedly show 
that Laubach teaches each and every feature of claim 14. The Examiner states that 
reference nos. 7 and 8 of the knob 2 equates to the first section and reference no. 10 
equates to the second section of claim 14. Applicant submits that the Examiner's reliance 
on Laubach is misplaced. * 

Laubach states the following with regard to the knobs attached to the steering 

wheel (Page 1, line 43-71): 

By particularly considering the Figures 2 and 3, it will be seen that 
the knobs 2 are secured to the rim of the wheel 1 by means of securing 
screws 4, these screws being threaded as indicated at 5 longitudinally 
through the knobs 2, and extending for quite a distance through the entire 
length of the knobs, thereby efficiently bracing the same . The inner ends 
of the knobs 2 are concave as indicated at 6, so as to conform to the 
contour of the outer periphery of the wheel 1.... 

Each knob 2 is provided with a plurality of finger sockets 9 upon 
the upper face thereof, and an enlarged head portion 10 at the outer end 
thereof, for the purpose of facilitating the gripping of the knob and 
preventing the actual slippage of the hand of the operator from the knob 2 . 
[Emphasis added] 

The Examiner has annotated the drawings to attempt to show that enlarged head 
10 is disposed outward at an angle from the plane across the face of the steering wheel. 
This is not supported. 

The hands of the driver are supported by gripping the knobs in the defined finger 
recesses shown in the drawings. The heads 10 are enlarged for this sole purpose of 
preventing the hands from slipping off of the knobs. The heads 10 clearly are not 
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disposed at an angle outward of the plane across the face of the steering wheel but are 
placed at the end of the knobs solely to act as a stop. Further, the heads 10 are not 
deformable out of interference with the operation of the steering wheel as set forth in 
claim 14. They are fixed in place along with the rest of the knobs. 

The description of the knobs and a review of the Figures makes plain that the 
knobs are not deformable and they are not disposed at an angle with respect to the a plane 
across the face of the steering wheel. The knobs are rigidly connected to the steering 
wheel by screws 5. Any movement of them requires removing the screws, drilling the 
wheel at a new location, and reattaching the knobs at the new location. At this new 
location, the knobs will in a plane parallel to the plane across the face of the steering 
wheel. 

The knobs do not deform out of interference with the operation of the steering 
wheel as in the second section of claim 14. In fact, once the Laubach knobs are secured 
by screws 5 as shown and described, they are fixed and not movable during normal 
operations. If they are not unscrewed, the only movement would be to apply a destructive 
force to the knobs, thereby breaking them. 

Therefore, Laubach at least does not teach the features of the second section being 
disposed outward at an angle from the plane across the face of the steering wheel and the 
knobs of Laubach do not deform out of interference with the operation of the steering 
wheel as set forth in claim 14. 

Applicant has demonstrated that claim 14 is not anticipated (or rendered obvious) 
by Laubach and requests that the anticipation rejection based on this patent be withdrawn. 

Claims 18 and 19/18 depend from claim 14. As such, each of these dependent 
claims includes all the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 18 and 19/18 are not 
anticipated by Laubach for the same reasons that claim 14 is not anticipated by this 
patent. Therefore, Applicant has traversed the Examiner's bases for rejecting claims 18 
and 19/18 for anticipation and respectfully requests that this rejection be withdrawn. 
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III. Conclusion 

In this Response, Applicant has traversed Examiner's (i) objection to the 

drawings, (ii) objection to the specification, (iii) and anticipation rejections under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) based on either Van Arsdel, U.S. Patent No. 2,1 18,540; Anson, U.S. Patent 
No. 2,134,020; and Laubach, U.S. Patent No. 1,575,848. As such, Applicant has placed 
the present application is in condition for allowance. 

The present invention is new, non-obvious and useful. Reconsideration and 
allowance of the claims are respectfully requested. 

Dated: June 2006 Respectfully submittedT^ 



Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP 
60 State Street 
Boston, MA 02109 
Tel: 617-526-6183 
Fax: 617-526-5000 

Attorney Docket Number: 1 14089. 121US1 




Wayne M. Kennard 
Attorneys for the Applicant 
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Date of Deposit: 6/26/06 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: Wilson Examiner: Vinh Luong 

Serial No.: 10/727,306 Art Unit: 3682 

Filing Date: December 3, 2003 

For: FATIGUE RELIEVING SUPPORT FOR STEERING WHEELS AND 
THE LIKE 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

RESPONSE 

Sir: 

Applicant submits the following timely-filed Response to the Office Action dated March 
30, 2006 and June 21, 2006. Please amend the application as provided below. 

This Response places the application and the claims therein, in condition for allowance. 
In this Response, the amendments to the specification begin on page 2, the amendment to 
the claims begin on page 5, and the Remarks begin on page 8. 
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Specification: 

Page 2, please rewrite the third full paragraph as follows: 
The system of the present invention will include at least one part that extends 
outward at an angle from a plane across the face of the steering wheel or vehicular 
control. This part is at least partially deformable in at least one direction, so that the 
system will not interfere with the operation of the wheel or control. This deformability, 
however, will not impede the support function of the system on the invention. 
Furthermore, the deformable material has memory, so that after a deforming force is 
removed, it resumes its original preformation configuration and shape , which is 
extending outward at an angle from a plane across the face of the steering wheel or 
vehicular control. 

Page 3, please rewrite the seventh full paragraph as follows: 
Deformable material second section 102 extends outward from steering control 
105 over a predetermined section of the steering control^ which is shown in Figure 1 to be 
an arc. As is better shown in Figure 3. a deformable second section such as 102 extends 
outward at an angle from a plane across the face of a steering control such as 105. 
Deformable second section 102 may extends outward from the steering control at or 
below the inside circumference of the control over the predetermined arc. This arc will 
typically include at least the ten 104 and two 106 o'clock positions, or may include the 
entire circumference. 

Page 4, please rewrite the fourth and fifth full paragraphs as follows: 
The first system of the present invention at 202 includes first section 204 that 
connects to steering control 211 and second section 205 that extends outward from first 
section 204. Further, a second section such as 205 extends outward at an angle from a 
plane across the face of a steering control such as 21 1 (see Figure 3). First section 204 
may be rigid, semi-rigid, or deformable, while second section 205 is deformable. If the 
first section is deformable, it may have memory. 

Similarly, the second system of the present invention at 203 includes first section 
207 that connects to steering control 211 and second section 209 that extends outward 
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from first section 207. Further, a second section such as 209 extends outward at an angle 
from a plane across the face of a steering control such as 21 1 (see Figure 3V First section 
207 may be rigid, semi-rigid, or deformable, while second section 209 is deformable. 
Again, if the first section is deformable, it may have memory. Further, second sections 
205 and 209 may be rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable and still be within 
the scope of the present invention. 

Page 5, please rewrite second full paragraph as follows: 
Referring to Figure 3, generally at 300, steering control 305 is shown that 
includes rim 308, spokes 310, and steering column 312. First section 301 is formed 
integral with rim 308 and deformable second section 302 extends outward from the first 
section. As is shown, second section 302 extends outward at angle 316 from plane 318 
across the face of steering control 305. The material of second section 302 has sufficient 
strength that when driving, the driver may rest his/her wrists or portions of the hands 322 
on the material and they will be supported. The structure is such that the weight of the 
arms and hands through the wrists or portions of the hands are supported without the 
material deforming. 

Page 6, please rewrite the second and third full paragraphs as follows: 
Referring to Figure 5, generally at 500, a second embodiment of the present 
invention is shown. System 501 of the present invention shown in Figure 5 includes a 
first section 502 that detachably connects to steering control rim. Deformable second 
section 503 connects to, and extends outwardly from, first section 502. As is shown, 
deformable second section 503 extends outward at angle 516 from plane 518 across the 
face of steering control rim 508. First section 502 may snap-on or otherwise attach to the 
steering control such that it may appear integral with the steering control. One of many 
possible known means for accomplishing this is by first section 502 being mostly rigid, 
and leaving a space 507 so the attachment can be forced over rim 508 and leave room for 
the steering control spokes 510. Regardless of the means for attachment, once first 
section 502 is attached to the steering control, it will provide all of the benefits that have 
been described for the first section being integrally formed with the rim. Additionally, 
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the second embodiment, may be a single structure with a single resting material support, 
a single structure with multiple resting supports, or multiple structures each with its own 
resting support. As in the other embodiments, the second section may be rigid, semi- 
rigid or flexible, or non-deformable and still be within the scope of the present invention. 

By way of example, Figure 6, generally at 600, shows another alternate method to 
attach the system of the present invention to steering control rim 608. The system in this 
figure has first section 602 that will envelop rim 608. First section 602 may be made 
from a flexible material. First section 602 may have a slit 61 1* which after this section 
envelops the rim a may be stitched shut by stitches 613. As in the other embodiments of 
the present invention, deformable second section 603 connects to, and extends outwardly 
from, first section 602. Further, a deformable second section such as 603 extends 
outward at an angle from a plane across the face of a steering control rim such as 608 (see 
Figures 3 and 5). Again, the second section may be rigid, semi-rigid, or non-deformable 
and still be within the scope of the present invention. 
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In the Claims 

Claims 1-13. (cancelled) 

14. (Previously Amended) A fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus associated with a 
steering wheel for controlling a vehicle, comprising: 

a first section that connects to a peripheral portion of the steering wheel; and 
a rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable second section that connects to, 
and extends from the first section at the peripheral portion of the steering wheel, the 
second section extends from the first section outward at an angle to a plane across a front 
face of the steering wheel, the second section for supporting at least a portion of a 
vehicular operator's body when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's 
body on the second section is less than the pressure for deforming the second section out 
of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel, and 
deforming out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering 
wheel when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's body on the second 
section is equal to or greater than the pressure for deforming the second section out of 
interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel. 

15. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
steering wheel includes a the steering wheel for controlling at least a nautical vessel, 
aircraft, or ground transportation vehicle. 

16. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
portion of the body supported by the second section includes at least a forearm, wrist, or 
hand. 

17. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
first section extends a predetermined length of a predetermin e d the peripheral portion of 
the steering wheel. 

18. (Previously Amended) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
second section includes at least two second sections that each connect to the first section 
at separate locations. 

19. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 17 or 18, wherein 
the first section is deformable. 
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20. (Previously Added) A fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus associated 
with a steering wheel for controlling a vehicle, comprising: 

at least two discrete first sections that each connect to a peripheral portion of the 
steering wheel, and 

a discrete rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable second section that 
connects to, and extends from each first section at a peripheral portion of the steering 
wheel, each second section extends from the first section outward at an angle to a plane 
across a front face of the steering wheel, each second section for supporting at least a 
portion of a vehicular operator's body when pressure from the portion of the vehicular 
operator's body on the second section is less than the pressure for deforming the second 
section out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering 
wheel, and deforming out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operator 
the steering wheel when pressure form the portion of the vehicular operator's body on the 
second section is equal to or greater than the pressure for deforming the second section 
out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel.. 

21. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the 
steering wheel includes a steering wheel for controlling at least a nautical vessel, aircraft 
or ground transportation vehicle. 

22. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the 
portion of the body supported by the second section includes at least a forearm, wrist, or 
hand. 

23. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the 
apparatus is adjustable for supporting different sizes or types of body portions. 

24. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 14 or 20, wherein 
each first section is formed integral with the steering wheel. 

25. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 14 or 20, wherein 
each first section is detachable from the steering wheel. 

26. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein each 
first section is deformable. 

27. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the first 
section is flexible, rigid, or semi-rigid, or non-deformable. 
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28. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the first 
section is flexible, rigid, or semi-rigid, or non-deformable. 
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Remarks 

I. Introduction 

Applicant is in receipt of the Office Action dated at March 30, 2006. Claims 14- 
19, 24/14, and 27 are pending in the present application. The Examiner has recited 
several grounds for objecting to and rejecting the present application. Examiner objected 
to the drawings for not including representations to the angular disposition of second 
section of the fatigue/relieving apparatus. In view of this objection to the drawings, the 
Examiner objected to the specification. The Examiner also has objected to claims 14-19, 
24/14, and 27 for indefiniteness under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. Lastly, the 
Examiner rejected pending claims 14-19, 24/14 and 27 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) for 
anticipation based on either Van Arsdel, U.S. Patent No. 2,1 18,540; Anson, U.S. Patent 
No. 2,134,020; or Laubach, U.S. Patent No. 1,575,848. Applicant will demonstrate 
herein that the objections and rejections have been overcome by this Response, thereby 
placing the present application in condition for allowance. 

II. The Corrected Drawings Overcome the Examiner's Objection 

On page 3 of the Office Action, the Examiner objected to the drawings because 
"each part of the invention, e.g., the angle and the face in claim 14 should be designated 
by a reference numeral or character." Applicant has corrected the drawings as requested 
by the Examiner (Attachment B). Applicant respectfully submits six (6) Replacement 
Sheets of drawings. These changes to the drawings do not add new matter. As such, 
Applicant has traversed the Examiner's basis for objection to the drawings. 

III. The Specification, As Amended, Overcome the Examiner's 
Objection 

On page 4 of the Office Action, the Examiner objected to the specification for 
"failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the claimed the subject matter, such as, 'an 
angle,' in claim 14. " Applicant has amended the specification to overcome this objection. 
These amendments do not add new matter. Therefore, this objection should be 
withdrawn. 
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IV. The Claims, As Amended Are Definitive. 

On page 3 of the Office Action, the Examiner contends that the terms "rigid", 
"semi-rigid/' "flexible" or "non-deformable" in claims 14 and 17 are indefinite. 
Applicant submits that these terms would be understood by a person of ordinary skill in 
the art in light of the present invention. 

The Examiner contends that 14 and 17 are indefinite under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 12, 
second paragraph, because of the recitation of the terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," 
and "non-deformable." In particular, the Examiner asserts that these terms are indefinite 
because these terms "[are] not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a 
standard for the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be 
reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention." Further, the Examiner contends that 
"it is unclear what range of Rockwell hardness of the material of the second section is 
required in order to be considered as terms "rigid," semi-rigid, or flexible, or non- 
deformable." Applicant submits that the claims are definite as will be shown. 

Claims 14 and 17, include the terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," and "non- 
deformable." Applicant has attached as Attachment A excerpts from the Ninth New 
Collegiate Dictionary. These excerpts demonstrate that each of the terms that the 
Examiner has contended is indefinite is a very common term that a person of ordinary 
skill in the art would understand with sufficiency to make and use the present invention. 
The attached excerpts make plain that a person of ordinary skill in the art would clearly 
understand the scope of the claims when "rigid," "semi-rigid," or "flexible," or "non- 
deformable," is used. As such, claims 14 and 17 would be definite in the hands of a 
person of ordinary skill in the art. Noting this, Applicant overcomes the Examiner's 
indefiniteness rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as to the use of the 
terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," and "non-deformable," and respectfully requests 
that this rejection be withdrawn with regard to claims 14 and 19. 

The Examiner also rejected claims 15 and 17 for allegedly having no anticipated 
basis for the terms "a steering wheel" and "a peripheral portion of the steering wheel," 
respectively. Applicant has amended the claims to remove any possible confusion on the 
part of the Examiner with regard to overcoming this obviousness rejection. 
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Noting the foregoing, Applicant has traversed each of the Examiner's basis for 
rejecting the claims for indefiniteness under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 

V. Claims 14-19 Are Not Anticipated Under 35 § U.S.C. 102(b) 

Claims 14-19, 24/14 and 27 are pending in the present application. In the current 

Office Action, claims 14-19, 24-14 and 27 have been rejected by the Examiner for 
anticipation under 35 U.S.C. § 102 (b) based on a three references. These references are 
U.S. Patent No. 1,575,848 to Laubach ("Laubach"), U.S. Patent No. 2,118,540 to Van 
Arsdel ("Van Arsdel"), and U.S. Patent No. 2,134,020 to Anson ("Anson"). More 
specifically, the Examiner relied on Van Arsdel or Anson for rejecting claims 14-17, 
19/17, 24/14 and 27; and Laubach for rejecting claims 14, 18 and 19/18. Hereinafter, 
Applicant will demonstrate that claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27, as presently amended, place 
the present application in condition for allowance and the application should be passed to 
issue. 

A. Applicable Law 

In order for there to be anticipation under 35 U.S.C. §102, a single prior art 
reference must show each and every feature of the claimed invention in the same way. . 
Brown v. 3M y 265 F.3d 1349, 1351 (Fed. Cir. 2001) ('To anticipate, every limitation of 
the claimed invention must be found in a single prior art reference, arranged as in the 
claim"); Kloster Speedsteel AB v. Crucible, Inc., 793 F.2d 1565, 1571 (Fed. Cir. 1986) 
("absence from the reference of any claimed element negates anticipation"). Applicant 
submits that neither Van Arsdel, Anson, nor Laubach satisfy this standard for finding 
anticipation under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). 

B. Van Arsdel Does Not Anticipate Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 
Claim 14 is an independent claim and claims 15-19, 24/14, and 27 depend from 

claim 14. As such, claims 15-19, 24/14, and 27 add features to claim 20. 

In relying on Van Arsdel, the Examiner does not cite to any descriptions of the 
auto steering wheel handgrip disclosed in this reference but annotates the drawings for 
this purpose. Specifically, the Examiner annotated Figures 3 and 5 in an attempt to show 
what is being claimed in claim 14. The Examiner states that reference no. 4 equates to the 
first section and reference no. 2 equates to the second section of claim 14. Applicant 
submits that the Examiner fails to consider and appreciate all of the elements of the 
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second section because if he did, two things would be clear (i) the grip-rest is in a plane 
parallel with the one across the face of the steering wheel and (ii) there is a missing 
element. 

Van Arsdel at column 2, lines 13-54 states: 

The grip-rest 2 is concave longitudinally and about half of the rest 
extends over and part way across the steering wheel rim 3 in a manner to 
slope downwardly and inwardly of the rim. The outer edge 4 on the side, 
and 5 of the rear end of the concave, located above the rim, extends up 
into a marginal flange to be contacted by the inside of the ball of the 
thumb or by the bottom of the hand, depending upon which part of the 
hand is seated on the rest. These flanges 4 and 5 enable the operator 
instantly to feel any deviation of the car from a straight course and gives 
him something substantial to push against in resistance and also in rotating 
the wheel to steer the car around corners and curves and away from 
obstructions or bad places in the roadway. 

The rotation of the steering wheel by hand pressure against the 
flanges 4 and 5 is assisted by the palm and fingers, which are wrapp ed 
around the rim of the wheeL and increase the fingerhold [on] the grip-rest 
2, which is thickened and bifurcated to straddle the rim as shown in Fig. 6, 
is provided with recesses separated by ridges, here shown as three in 
number, 6, 7, and 8.... [See Figure 4] 

The weight of the hand and arm are comfortably supported with the 
bottom of the hand resting in the concavity of the grip-rest as shown in 
Fig. 1, or with the ball of the thumb seated in the concavity as shown in 
Fig. 2.... 

My improved grip-rest may be formed integral with the rim of the 
steering wheel as shown in Fig. 8, but I prefer to make it removable as an 
attachment for any make of car and also to make it adjustable to suit the 
requirements or fancy of the driver. [Emphasis added] 

A review of Figures 3 and 5, as annotated by the Examiner, attempts to show that 
the grip-rest of Van Arsdel is disposed outward at an angle a to a plane across the face of 
the steering wheel shows that the Examiner's position is misplaced. As the description 
above from Van Arsdel indicates, the grip-rest is disposed as shown in Figure 6 parallel 
to the plane across the face of the steering wheel not at angle to it. This is very clear 
because in each disposition of the grip-rest in the Figures, it is fixed in this parallel plane 
to support the thumb or part of the palm. It is also fixed so that it is not deformable so the 
driver can put extensive pressure on it (and it will not move) for steering the automobile 
(See underscored sections in the quotation above). 
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If the grip-rest were supposed to be at an angle commensurate with the present 
invention as the Examiner contends, its disposition would be shown differently in the 
drawings. As such, there is not support for the Examiner's contention that the grip-rest is 
disposed other than in the plane parallel to the plane across the form of the steering 
wheel. Accordingly, one skilled in the art would not understand the grip-rest in Van 
Arsdel to be disposed as the Examiner contends. 

There is also no support in the description of the grip-rest in Van Arsdel that it 
will deform in any way out of interference with the operation of the steering wheel. 
Applicant submits he is justified in taking this position given the description of the 
connection of the grip-rest as shown in Figure 6 or the integrally formed grip-rest shown 
in Figure 8. Therefore, the grip-rest of Van Arsdel would not anticipate the invention as 
set forth in claim 14 because it is missing at least one element, i.e., Van Arsdel at least 
does not teach or suggest the features of the second section being deformable out of 
interference with the operation of the steering wheel as set forth in claim 14. 

Noting in the foregoing, Applicant has demonstrated that the auto steering wheel 
grip-rest of Van Arsdel does not anticipate (or render obvious) the invention of claim 14. 
Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the anticipation rejection based on Van 
Arsdel be withdrawn. 

Claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 depend from claim 14. As such, each of these 
dependent claims includes all the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 15-17, 19/17, 
24/14, and 27 are not anticipated by Van Arsdel for the same reasons that claim 14 is not 
anticipated by this patent. Thus, Applicant has traversed the Examiner's basis for 
rejecting claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 for anticipation and respectfully requests 
that this rejection be withdrawn. 

C. Anson Does Not Anticipate Claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 

The Examiner has rejected claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 for anticipation 
based on Anson. Referring to the Figures of Anson, the Examiner states that reference 
no. 13 equates to the first section and reference no. 1 1 equates to the second section of 
claim 14. The Examiner has annotated Figure 8 to indicate that the steering wheel 
attachment of Anson is disposed at an angle a with respect to a plane across the face of 
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the steering wheel. Before addressing the Examiner's basis of rejection, Applicant 
submits that the description of the steering wheel attachment of Anson is germane to the 
Examiner's position on anticipation. Applicant also submits that if this description is 
taken into consideration, the Examiner should withdraw the anticipation rejection based 
on Anson. 

In the description of the purpose of the steering wheel attachment in Anson, the 
patent states (Page 1, left column, lines 6-25): 

I have found that in the driving of an automobile and particular 
when driving for extended periods of time over long distances, the normal 
manner of holding and manipulating the steering wheel, wherein both 
driver's hand s grasp the wheel in positions which require the driver's arms 
to remain in a raised and more or less unnatural and uncomfortable 
position, cons iderable strain develops in the driver's hands, arms. 
shoulders and back particularly, and results in excess of fatigue , such as 
will frequently dull the driver's normal reflexes and alertness and thereby 
increase the danger of accidents. 

To obviate these disadvantages . I have devised an attachment for 
steering wheels, which permits a driver to assume a completely 
comfortable and relaxed driving position, while at the same time, affords a 
means permitting the driver to at all times retain positive operating control 
of the steering wheel. [Emphasis added] 

The steering wheel attachment of Anson is subsequently described in the patent. 
The following description is stated (Page 1, right column, line 49 - Page 2, left column, 
line 18): 

The attachment comprises a hand grip portion 1 1, which is preferably of 
bulbularform.... Grip portion 1 1 normally extends downward from the 
wheel rim and is of suitable length to adapt same to extend to the region of 
the driver's lap so that it may be grasped bv the driver's hand when his 
hand is resting in a normal comparable position in his lap . Grip portion 
11.. .which will have sufficient pliability. . .to be deflected from its normal 
pendant positi on without adversely affecting the measure of control of the 
steering wheel movements afforded bv the positive operating movement 
of the attachm ent, while at the same time, neck 12 will retain sufficient 
rigidity to per mit operating movements of hand grip 1 1 to be positively 
communic ated to the steering wheel rim for effective control of its 
movements . [Emphasis added] 

Applicant submits that the steering wheel attachment of Anson does disclose all 
of the elements of claim 14. As set forth in the quotation above, the steering wheel 
attachment of Anson is a pliable structure that dangles downward from the bottom of the 
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steering wheel. It is further understood from the quotation above that in use the steering 
wheel attachment is grasped by the driver's hand while the arms and hands are resting in 
the driver' s lap. There is no teaching in Anson that the steering wheel attachment can be 
disposed of any location other than at the bottom of the steering wheel where it dangles 
for use. The other disposite of the hand grip at the top of rim is for situations where it is 
removed from use. 

The Examiner has cited Anson at Page 2, Left Column, Lines 62-72, as teaching 
the deformability element of the second section in claim 14. As the quotation above 
demonstrates, when the Anson handgrip is in use, it is in the pendent position and used to 
steer the vehicle. If, during normal operations, the driver were to grab the steering wheel 
in an emergency situation, he would release the handgrip and grab the wheel, for 
example, at the 10 and 2 o'clock positions. In doing so, the pendent-hanging handgrip 
would not be deformed as set forth in claim 14 because it would not be in use. Moreover, 
if it were used, it would not be deformed out of interference but would be held to steer 
the vehicle. 

The Examiner has stated the handgrip of Anson equates to deformation according 
to claim 14 because it may be moved from the bottom pendent position to the top of the 
steering wheel. When the handgrip is moved to the top, it is moved there to be 
purposefully out of use all the time so it will not be in a position to be deformed as set 
forth in the second section of claim 14. 1 In order to move the handgrip, it would be 
understood that the vehicle would have to be stopped, the handgrip detached and 
repositioned at the top, and reattached. 

Given the foregoing, the steering wheel attachment of Anson at least does not 
indicate the element of the second section being disposed outward at an angle from the 
plane across the face of the steering wheel (Anson extends rearward) and it does not 
teach that the attachment will be deformable out of interference with the operation of the 
steering wheel as set forth in claim 14. 

Applicant has demonstrated that claim 14 is not anticipated (or rendered obvious) 
by Anson and requests that the anticipation rejection based on this patent be withdrawn. 



1 Anson, page 2, left column, lines 68-72. 
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Claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 depend from claim 14. As such, each of these 
dependent claims includes all the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 15-17, 19/17, 
24/14, and 27 are not anticipated by Anson for the same reasons that claim 14 is not 
anticipated by this patent. Applicant has traversed the Examiner's basis for rejecting 
claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 for anticipation and respectfully requests that this 
rejection be withdrawn. 

D. Laubach Does Not Anticipate Claims 14, 18, and 19/18 

The Examiner has rejected claims 14, 18, and 19/18 for anticipation based on 
Laubach. In formulating the rejection based on Laubach, the Examiner has not relied on 
any part of the disclosure in that patent but has annotated the drawings to allegedly show 
that Laubach teaches each and every feature of claim 14. The Examiner states that 
reference nos. 7 and 8 of the knob 2 equates to the first section and reference no. 10 
equates to the second section of claim 14. Applicant submits that the Examiner's reliance 
on Laubach is misplaced. 

Laubach states the following with regard to the knobs attached to the steering 
wheel (Page 1, line 43 - 71): 

By particularly considering the Figures 2 and 3, it will be seen that 
the knobs 2 are secured to the rim of the wheel 1 bv means of securing 
screws 4, these screws being threaded as indicated at 5 longitudinally 
through the k nobs 2. and extending for quite a distance through the entire 
length of the knobs, thereby efficiently bracing the same . The inner ends 
of the knobs 2 are concave as indicated at 6, so as to conform to the 
contour of the outer periphery of the wheel 1.... 

Each knob 2 is provided with a plurality of finger sockets 9 upon 
the upper face thereof, and an enlarged head portion 10 at the outer end 
thereof, for the purpose of facilitating the gripping of the knob and 
preventing the actual slippage of the hand of the operator from the knob 2 . 
[Emphasis added] 

The Examiner has annotated the drawings to attempt to show that enlarged head 
10 is disposed outward at an angle from the plane across the face of the steering wheel. 
This is not supported. 

The hands of the driver are supported by gripping the knobs in the defined finger 
recesses shown in the drawings. The heads 10 are enlarged for this sole purpose of 
preventing the hands from slipping off of the knobs. The heads 10 clearly are not 
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disposed at an angle outward of the plane across the face of the steering wheel but are 
placed at the end of the knobs solely to act as a stop. Further, the heads 10 are not 
deformable out of interference with the operation of the steering wheel as set forth in 
claim 14. They are fixed in place along with the rest of the knobs. 

The description of the knobs and a review of the Figures makes plain that the 
knobs are not deformable and they are not disposed at an angle with respect to the a plane 
across the face of the steering wheel. The knobs are rigidly connected to the steering 
wheel by screws 5. Any movement of them requires removing the screws, drilling the 
wheel at a new location, and reattaching the knobs at the new location. At this new 
location, the knobs will in a plane parallel to the plane across the face of the steering 
wheel. 

The knobs do not deform out of interference with the operation of the steering 
wheel as in the second section of claim 14. In fact, once the Laubach knobs are secured 
by screws 5 as shown and described, they are fixed and not movable during normal 
operations. If they are not unscrewed, the only movement would be to apply a destructive 
force to the knobs, thereby breaking them. 

Therefore, Laubach at least does not teach the features of the second section being 
disposed outward at an angle from the plane across the face of the steering wheel and the 
knobs of Laubach do not deform out of interference with the operation of the steering 
wheel as set forth in claim 14. 

Applicant has demonstrated that claim 14 is not anticipated (or rendered obvious) 
by Laubach and requests that the anticipation rejection based on this patent be withdrawn. 

Claims 18 and 19/18 depend from claim 14. As such, each of these dependent 
claims includes all the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 18 and 19/18 are not 
anticipated by Laubach for the same reasons that claim 14 is not anticipated by this 
patent. Therefore, Applicant has traversed the Examiner's bases for rejecting claims 18 
and 19/18 for anticipation and respectfully requests that this rejection be withdrawn. 
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III. Conclusion 

In this Response, Applicant has traversed Examiner's (i) objection to the 
drawings, (ii) objection to the specification, (iii) and anticipation rejections under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) based on either Van Arsdel, U.S. Patent No. 2,118,540; Anson, U.S. Patent 
No. 2,134,020; and Laubach, U.S. Patent No. 1,575,848. As such, Applicant has placed 
the present application is in condition for allowance. 

The present invention is new, non-obvious and useful. Reconsideration and 
allowance of the claims are respectfully requested. 

Dated: June^Jf, 2006 Respectfully submitted, 
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fleet Street VflaA n {Fleet Street. London, England, center of the Lon- 
don newspaper distnclHl 882): the London press 

flewhig \^a-shikV oaV Wddish, fr. MHG vWfc/c meaty, fr. vleisch 
flesh, meat, fr. OHG /leisk] (1943) : made of, prepared wiih. or used 
tor meat or meat products — compare milchig, par eve 

Reaving AflemngV n [ME. fr. MD Vlaminc (akin to MD Vlandtr 
nanders)] (12c) : a member of the Germanic people inhabiting north- 
ern Beleium and a small section of northern France 

«nem.ish Vncm-ish\ adj (14c) : of, relating to, or characteristic of 
Flanders or the Flemings or their language 

J Flemisb n <I727) 1 : the Dutch language used by the Flemings 2 pi 
in constr : FLEMINGS • 6 ¥ 

Flemish eiant n (ca. 1898) : a rabbit of a breed prob. of Belgian origin 
that is characterized by large size, vigor, and solid coat color in black, 
white, or gray 

f n?i e ^' n ? l W 7 f,ens * d i f ^ , j s : i , n lf D A"«w« or Dan & Norw Jlense} 
(1 81 4): to stnp(as a whale) of blubber or skin 

"WB, fr, OE/Zaticakin to OHO /leisk flesh and prob. to 
ON flS tp flay — more at FLavJ (bef. 12c) 1 a : the soft parts of the 
? d S^ f J n t n l2i * nd of J^ v «rtebrate; esp : the parts composed 
chiefly of skeletal muscle as distinguished from visceral structures, 
bone, and integuments b : sleek well-fatted condition of body c 
UVt 2 •;.^ ,b I e ^ art ; of an animal b : flesh of a mammal or fowl 
that is an article of diet (abstain from ~ during religious fasts) 3 a 
: the Physical being of man (the spirit indeed fl willing, but trie — is 

?^JZSL t l 6: \\ } AV l>. h 5 riUMAN NATURE ■ : human beings 
: mankind b : living beings c : stocic KiNDREb 5 : a lleshy plant 
Ft5 Sf. e ?i fts at f? 1 L thc fl« h y.P*rt of a fruit 6 Christian- S&nce 
: an illusion that matter has sensation 7 : substance (insights buried 
in the ~ of the narrative ^Jan Carew> — In the flesh : in person and 



Place of lascivious entertainment — usu. used in pi. 
flesh wound n (1674) : an injury Involving penetration of the body mus- 
cukture without damage to bones or interrVal organs 7 T 

V11 ? h "S^ "tij™**** -es L (l j c ) K • : mar ^«l by. consisting 
of. or resembling flesh b : marked by abundant flesh: esp * 00S& 
lent 2 a ; succulent, pulfy (the rich — texture of a perfectly rirfe 
melon) b : not thin, dry, or membranous (~ fungi) ^ 
fleshy fruit n (1929) : a fruit (as a berry, drupe, or pome) consisting 
largely of soft succulent tissue r 5 



Jargely „ _ 

fietch NUechy vt [back-formation fr, /letcher] (1635) ? feather (' 
arrow) 



ah 



fletch^r \flech-9r\ n \ (MB Jleccher. fr. OF flechier. fr. Jleche arrow ^ 
more at fleck ette] (14c) : a maker of arrows . «!1 

inTA^ 1 ? ^V?^ adjWdfleur de coin, lit., with the bloom 
of the die) (ca. 1889) : being in the preserved mini condition . r 

fleur-de-4ys Vflard^'ei 



away fleur-de-lis 



4 



ilurdA a pi fleurs-de-lis or fleur-de-lis or 
fleurs-de-lys or fleur-de-lys vnard-n-'etz), 
(flOrdACMB Aouniefui fr. MFjW de lis, lit., 
lily flowerj (14c) 1 : iris 3 2 j a conven- 
tionalized iris in artistic design and heraldry 
He^ry \flu(»)r-<\ adj (alter, of ME /lory, fr. 
OF /lore, fr. /lot flower — more at flower] 
of a heraldic cross (1 5c) : having the ends of 
the arms broadening out into the heads of 
' fleurs-de-lis — see CROSS illustration 
flew past of fly 

flews \*fluz\ n pi [origin . unknown] (1575) 
: the pendulous lateral parts of a dog's 
upper fip — see dog illustration 

Vfleks\ vb [L flexus. pp. of /lectere] vt 
(1521) 1 : to bend esp. repeatedly 2 a' 
: to move muscles so as to cause flexion of 
(a joint) b : to move or tense (a muscle or fleur-de-lis 2 

muscles) by contraction' vi : bend — flex 

onefs muscles i to demonstrate one's strength (an exaggerated need to 
flex his political muscles — J. P. Lash) 

JHex n f short : for flexible cord] chie/ly Brit (1 905) : electric cord 
Jflex n (ca. 1 934) : an act or instance of flexing 

flexile V^^MX^dWiM,^^^^ feeiijig flexed;: jltaNt 2 
iJP*tolM& inftuenp?? W<C>Xa|fe IWharmtrXmwlZ ready capa- 
^J^M^^.^^ffe^t^ <a —forogn 

~" " yy public transportation) (a ~ schedule) syn see bu ~ 
- flex i bly Vflek-S3-b!e\ adv 

FLEXIBLE 



'policw;'<;~ : 'pubTic transportation) (a ~ schedule) syh see ei ASnc — 
flexWIe V^ek-s^l, .^n\ adj (1633) : flexible 

flexion \ l nek-sh 3 n\ n { L flexion-, /lexio, U./ltxus. pp. of/7ecfer«J (1656) 
I : the act of flexing or bending 2 : a part bent : bend 3 ; inflec- 
tion 3 4 a : a bending movement around a joint in a limb (as the' 
knee or elbow) that decreases the angle between the bones of the limb 
at the ioint — compare EXTENSION 3b b : a forward raising of the arm 
or leg by a movement at the shoulder or hip joint 

flex-og.ra.phy Nflek-'sag-ra-fex n [flexible + -o- + -gropnvl (1954) : a 
process of rotary letterpress printing using flexible r>lates and fast* 
fy V? K(S^leV»"j ,C0 " graP \» nck - ss ^B raf -« k V •*! — flexo.graph.i<al- 

flexH)r Vflek-sar. -,sd(3)r\ n (1615) : a muscle serving to bend a body 
part (as a limb) 

ffex.time Vflek-.stmA n (1973) : a system that allows employees to 
choose their own times for starting and finishing work within a broad 
range of available hours 

flex u-ous Vneksh^wasV adj [L flexuosus, fr. flexus bend; fr. flexus, 
1.] (1605) l: having turns or windings 2: * 



PP 



lacking rigidity in struc- 
of. relating to. or resulting 



perfective prefix -f 
' silly 



iflesh vf (1530) 1 : to initiate or habituate esp. by giving a foretaste 
;rcna/c «' o rati ft 3 : to Clothe or cover with or as if with flesh? 
fjroadiy : to give substance to — usu. used with out 4 : to free from 
•iT ^ C 9 bo S omc . , l e ? n y **" often uscd vith up or our 
flesh and blood n (bef. 12c) 1 j corporeal nature as composed of flesh 

A&SUfi&'j ffu^Rl^? Ch " flir " <!» 



ture or action (its ~ and elastic body) 
flex^r^l Vflek.sh(»-)rol\ adj (1879) I : 
from flexure 2 : characterized by flexure 

flex ure \"flek-sh»r\ n (1592) 1 : the quality or state of being flexed 
: flexion 2: torn. bend, fold . 
fley \fla\ vf {ME flayen. fr. OE afligan. fr. 3^ 
-toon to put to flight] Scot (bef. 12c) : frighten 
flib.5er.ti.gib.bet Vflib-arl^iib-atN n [ME /lepergebet) (15c) 

'flick \flifcV n fimit.] (15c) 1 : a fight sharp jerky stroke or movement 
J. ! .* P/oduced by a.flick 3 : fucker I 

»flickvt(l81o) 1 a: to ^strike lightly with a quick sharp motion (~ed 
the horse with a whip) b : to remove with light blows £~ed an ash off 
her sleeve) 2 a : to move or propel with or as if with a flick <-^e<f her 
hair back over her shoulder) ('- a switch). <~mg cigarette butts into 
the gutter) b u to acUyate. deactivate, or change by or as if by flicking 
a switch r~ on a cigarette lighter) (~ off the radio) <^ vf 1 i to go or 
pass quickly or abrupHy (a bird ~«d by> <Mng through some papers) 
2 : to direct flicks at something 
H ck n [short for *JUck*M\nQ i movie 

n£ k ?; r ^ ni Y?>u!f 8W* fllck?er ; lng y(a-)rig\ [ME/Iikereij. fr. 
£E/7(corfan1 v/.Cbef. 12c) 1: 16 move irregularly or unsteadily : fW 
TER 2 j to burn or shine, fitfully or with a fluctuating light 3 : to 
appear briefly ~ W . I Is to cause to flicker 2 j. to produce by flicker- 

jng — flick<r4hg.|y V(&-)rin-l€V adv \ . 

'flicker n (1809) : a common large brightly marked woodpecker (Co- 



802 nomothetic • non- 

«HM4te(4c V(h«4k\Ml {Qk nomotheilkos of legislation, fr. «omo~ 
thetes lawgiver, fr. nottuu taw -thetEs one who establishes, fr. tlthenal 
to put r- more at DO] CLSSfi) : relating to.. involving, or dealing with 
abstract, general, or universal statements or laws 

-*<wuy \n«»-me\ n comb form [ME -nornf* fr. OF, fr. L -notnla, fr. Gk, 
fr. nemeinto distribute — more at nimbLe] j system of laws governing 
or sum of knowledge regarding a (specified) field (agronomy) 

opn- \Orian also ,nan or ton before '-stressed syllable, ,nan also ,nan 
before ^stressed or unstressed syllable: the variant with a is also to be 
understood at pronounced entries, where it is not shown'\ prefix [ME, fr. 
Mr. fr. L non not. fr. OL noenum, U..nc? not + olnom, neut. of oinos 
one — more at no. one] 1 : . not : other than i reverse of : absence of 
1 : of little or no consequence : unimportant : worthless (nonissues) 
<no/tsystem> 3 j lacking the usual esp. positive characteristics of the 
thing specified Oioncelebration) <«on theater) 



fKHXor<tr>ag« 
aoa-ccwrtlre 
ao<Kr*atl*4«tjr 



aoo-ertttcal 

non<nuh«abIc 

aon-crvf-tal41ae 

non-cttUUat-ed 

oon<ttUt.T»-two 



ooi*<«4orct«abll44y 
aoo*en4or«^ble 
Noo<n4oree*meat 
aon-tfrgage-aeat 
■on<fl*gt*ne«f*tiig . 
aoa«eMer*taia«ment 
Bon«e*xyfnat4c 
■on-enxy«ik 



aoo4>os-»Ual4icd 



aei»4y*ter4<«! 
aao4de*l 
■wideo-ti.tr V 
ROR4deo4og4-ctj 
noa-ioage 



Boa«julT*a.|eh« 

A0fl-eqalr«*4«Rt 

aoa«erot4e 



aoa&Mtrane 



aon-e*.Ub4lihcd 



aoa««bra«stTe 

non-abrup< 

aoa-ab-sorb-able 

■on-tb-sor-bent 

dor -ab-sorp- tire 

Roa-ab-stract 

Ron-ac-a-dcm-ic 

noaac-ceptable 

aoc**c<tp4Ms%ct 

oon-tc-ots-sible 

non-ac-coant-able 

»oo-*c-cred-(t-ed 

Doa-ac-cru-al 

non-acMeTc-mtnt 

noo-add 

nonacidic 

aon-ac-quts-i-dre 

Roa-act4ng 

non.ac4ion 

Ran-acti-vat-ed 

ROR-aotor 

R<m-adap-tir< 



non-ad -dict-ing 

aoa-adbe-stre 

oon<adi-a4>at.{c 

aoo-«dja-cen( 

aon-ad juxt-ablc 

Ron-ad-mtr-er 

Roo-ad-mts-sioa 

Ron-«d-o4«-c<cU 

■OR-«es-tiie<<lc . 

Ron ■i-fil U(-ed 

*<Kva/-flu-cnt 

ROa-Af<l-C*H 
ROR-Cg<grC$-*i0R 

oon-cg-fres-sUe 

fton-agri-cut-tur-al 

Ron-aJ-co»boMc 

non-aMer-gen-ic 

flon-al.ttr-gic 

Ron-at-phabttic 

nontm-big-u-ous 

nonan-a.|yt-ic 

non-an-atonvlc 

non an4-ratl 

non-an-iwer 

non-an-Ug-o-nU-tic 

0on in-(hro-polog i<*J 

non-»a-lJ-bi-ot-ie 

non-iMtgen 

non in ti-gen-ic 

ROR-ap-pear-ancc 

non-aquat-Jc 

nonaquc-oUs 

Ronir-a-ble 

non-tr-bMrtrinesx 

RQR-a rdM-trary 

non-ar-chi-tect ' 

aonar-chitccture 

non-ar.nj-ment 

Ron-aristo-craMc 

noo-ar-o-mettc 

aonarl 

aoa-artbt 

oon-ar-lU-tlc 

noa-as«<.(c 

Roo-atser-tivt 

Roa<e*$o<l-at-cd 

odo-A5.tr o-nom-Lctl 

lon-ath-ktc 

■on*atb4et4c 

aoo-atapt4c 

aoa-at-tacted 

Ron-atUcb-Ricnt 

noa«at4ca<dance 

aon«t4end<eV 

aoa*st4cn4(re 

aoo'tu-dUo-ry 

aoiMU'tbor 

aoa.ao4hor4tarl.an 

aoR*u4iH>r44a.tt>€ 




aort4>ac«e-ri-aJ 

Hoa-baWls-tle 

ooa bar-bUo-fate 

ooo«bnk 

Roa4Kor4Rf 

Roa4>e-har4or-Al 

Roa4>e4lef 

aoa4>«.lie>-cr 

non4xl-lig-<r.tn-cy 

aoo-txMig<r-«n< 

ROR4*t4ing 

aoa-btb4Jo.griph.ic 

ooo4ii-na-cy 

(HM4ilRd4ng 

OMhbio-dc.gr id -«blc 

nonbio-graph-l-cal 

aoa4>i.o4bg4<«I 

noa-bi-ol-o-gisl 

Roa-bft-tag 

aoa-bltck 

non-body 

notnbond-cd 

«oo4>«nd4ng 

non-brand 

ooo4>rc*lt-*ble 

noo-biccd-cr 

noo4>rted4ng 

ROn-broad-cast 

aoo4>ui1d4ng 

aoo4Mirn«blc 



ROR<ol4e*gfate 
cwa-coUincir 
Roo-cot-or 



aoo-cy-cllc 
ooR-ey-cti«cal 



oon-e$-ter4-lied 



oofl-col-or4ast 
aoo-com4>at 
noo-oom4>ustM>le 
non<oawtter<i«l 
ROfHCOts-mtt-meRt 
aoa-connnfUed 
■0(Hconnau-«i-ciMng 
aon<om«iu<ni-c«*tIon 
iwivcoro-cn u -ni <*4 i r« 
ftoa<ofh.aiu-Ai»tr 



aet 

noo<«k4ng 
. aoiKttl-«btc 
aoa<am-pa$ 
noo<«iscet-«bte 



non«aa.ni-b«t4s4ic 

ooo<Ap4.Ul 

non-c*fvi (* l is( 

aon<tr<tn-o-ffen 

Oon<if<t.no^<nlc 

non<«r-d;-«c 

oon<«<ccr 

noa<«r*ri-cr 

IWHKftSb 

noiKO^u^d 

aoo~Ca{h-o-lic 

non<«u$tt 

non«l<4>ro^ton 

nonccMu-Jix 

non<el4u.|«s4c 

aoo-Cd(4c 

non<cn-tr«l 

non«r.U(4<«t-ed 

non<*r(ified 

aon<h«l4«Rg4ng 

aon<htr<ic<4er 

ROo<liir4a-ma(4c 

•oo<htO'Tin4st 

aon-cheavl-ctl 

aoa<ho<scn 

noo-Chrb-tioa > 

aoa<tiro.B<hlog.i-c«| 

aoa-cburch 

noo-cburcb^o-cr 

non4ir<a4«r. 

aoo«cir<ti4t<4ng 

non<lt4xcn 

aon^in-dci-dnc 



aoo<iafl<s<<tl 
notwJ»Mt.fkd 
noiHcIitwoOm 
RorKler^^il 

ROB-cUftg 

R0«<lifl4<al * 

noa<dog^nf 

Roo-co-er<iT« 

R0O<Og4U4lT« 

R0fli<o4ter«en< 



ROA<araQ-abll447 



Roo<ok4ng 

aoiw»Me€<tor 

aon-eoMefe 



ROR<ORVfna4a-tlr4(y 
ROR<om^a(.(4ile 




aoiwth^lc 
■on-EoTo-pc< 



aon<x<hangcablc 

Ron<ex-ec««i4ire 
ooo<x-etnpt 
aon*x4s.t«n.f(al 
Ron-ex«pcnd-abl« 
oon^x^cr4<mcA4al 
■on^t-pcrt 



ROR-cx^loi-U-tion 
ooo^x-ploitmttvc 
Roti-txpl otl-lrc 
asawexf lo-cffg 



ROR-contpe(44iv« 
oon-com-pct-i^or 
nofKom-ple-men tfl ry 
ROR-coin^tcx 
ncm-com-plitnct 

R0ft<Of0^ljr4ng 



R0R4«a 

noo^erOom4-n«^ion.«l-i$nt ror4xc4o-«I 



non-de-part'tncn^al 



Roa-de-ple(4ng 



Roa^c<riv-«-tive 
Mo>de<scrip-drc 



ooo4e4er-mta4s4ic 



non4scml^y 

Roa4ad4ng 

Roa4am44y 

Roo4an 

«oo4«rro 

aoadenn-cr 

Roa4a4al 

Roa4«t.tca4ng 



■OR<o«-cep-CH-al 



• aon-coR-cta-sion 
RCR-coo-cta-tiTt 
R0R<0R<tir<cn ( 
aoa-coo-dcns<«blc 
Ron<ofl-dUioaed 
R0R-coR'dttct4ng 
R0«<Qn-dac4ioR 

ROR-COR^UC'tire 

non-cofl4er-cRce 
non-cofl.fi -dence 
ROR-COR-(MeR*tUt 

non-coR4tict-lRg 

Roa<ofl4roo.ta-tioa 

Hon<ofl4roo-<a-tion.il 

non<oa.gni-eRt 

Roo<OR.iu-ga«d 

RO n-<o n hjcc « t toR 

non-conscious 

noR<oR.secm-live 

non-coR-scn^u-fll 

ROfl«OR«fcr-Ta4ion 

ROR<on-scr«TR.cive 

noo-coa-soM-dil-td 

non<on.$(«n( 

nofl<OR4ti.tn<tion.al 

noR<oa<struc«liOR 

norxon^lnic-UTc 

Rorncocnum-cr 

R0R<0R4Um4Rg 

ROR<oRis«mp4ioo 
non<oa4ainp*tiv< 

R0R<ORd«Ct 

noncon-U-gious 
R^m<oMenvp<vf try . 
non<cnv<ij-«ous 

R0R<004lRHM>Uf 



oon-de-r{-«iit 

O0R-diHi4xt4c 

RotMli-«4r*>abtc 

ROQ-di-dAC-Uc 

R0fl-dit4iu4ble 

ROR-di-meo-slon^l 

non-dip- (o-cii(-ic 

non^i>-rcci<d 

noa-di-rec-tion.al 

Ron-diwbled 

Roo-dts-do-surc 

non-dis-counl 

R0R-dis<0RRC*«bte 

ROR^2s<re*tio«-Rrr 

R0o-dU-cdra4'RS-(ian 

aofl-dis<riai4-«a'<o»rr 

ROA^is<ar-sive - 

ROn-dis^cr^lTC 

non-dU-i-ofMive 

Ron-di-ver-si-fied 

aon^oc-tor 

non-doc-trNiaire 

oon-doc-o-mcn-(ary 

non-o og-tni(-ic 

RORrdol'Ur 

Ron-do-mcs-tlc 



ROfi.fcd-er-Rt-ed 

■oft^il-«-mcn-(ouj 

«o«4it.ter«bte 



oon-fis-stoR-abtc 



noR4lu-o-ri^lat-«d 

noo4ty4ng 

■on-food 

R0fl4o,ftcit-ablc 

ROR4of4ci-ture 

Ron-forHnal 



non-frat-crwii-ution 

aon4re«r-ing 

ROR-fuel 

non-ful (ill myn< 
Roa4ufl'c-<toR-at 
non-fuoc-tioning 

ROR-gaotC 



ROR^ay 



ROO-gC-RCt-ic 



ROR^ra-mat-lc 
noR-driv<r 



non-doca4ile 



ooo.g«o-m«t-ri-c«t 

ROR.ghet*to 

oon-glanvof-ous 



aotvcc<tc-5i-R^(i-cil 



Ron-ed44o«ri-«l 
iton^dHf<a-tIoa 

A0R««d-O<a-t(OR<«l 



non^rad^d 
•on-gr«du-«(e 



non gr«n ti l»f 



i-c.l 



Ron<oit4r*c4u««l 

Roa-con4ra-dlc4lon 

floo<ootra^Ilc4o-ry 

aoa<on4r{bWt4Rg . 

noa<ofl4fflMi*to-ry 

non<oo4rol.U4>le 



ooo-groR'4ng 
•on^growth * 
Ronhaod4^appcd 
Ron4up<pen4ng 
R0fl4iar<dr . . 
ROt»harmon4c 
aon4iax4ird^tts 



ROR«coiMrol4rRg \ 
Ron-cofl4ro-m4iai 



oon*cofl-r«rt4ble 



Roa<of<oo<tte . 
•on-eor^a^HoR 
nori<Of <x>d4og 
aoa-coMiwhe 
noa<otto4y 



noR<eRicr<gefl<ey . 
ROfl-«mo4ion-al 
noa-eRvpbat4c 
R0tJ^Rvp<r4<«l 

aon<emf loy«ment 
Roa^rap- tr 
aoR^a«eajKii*lat-ed . 
aoa-endXag 



aoo4ie«r«d44ary 

non-hI^r<ar<ehi-cal 

oon-HU^an-lc 

aoo4itf4or4«eal 

aoo4iom< 

aoa4i04no^ge«aeduf 

Ron4io«iol-o<gous 

oOR4io-mo-«cxHJ.i! 

: ROR^WMBOtt**! • " 

RoaAos-pMal 



aoa4n>plKea4loQ 
• aon4in<por-U'tioa 
ror4r<Iu-s1od 
aoa4n<reas*lag 
ooa4n-cum4>cn( 
Ron4flKie-pca-dcRcc 

OOR-lR-di-RR 

Ron4n-4ig-e-«ouj 
ROR-ta^l-ridu-al 
• Roa-I a^o-Eu-ro-pcin 
, non-(n^uKrV*l •* 
f flon4n4u««tri-R]4<a4i«ii 
Ron4n-dus>tr4.a(.(z<d 
R0n4n-dus4ry 
Roa4fl4ect-ed ^ 
ROR4n4ec4iotts • 
Roo4R4ec4ire i r 
Roo4R4esl-ed : 
Ron4n41«(n-ma-btfi 
•'' Ron.|n.n«nnrii (o-ry 
«oa*ia41a-tiOR.a>y 
R0R-la4tec4iod-al - 
Ron4o4la-enc< 
non4n4or-ma^ion ' " 
R0fl4fll4ta! 
noa4nMi.ate 
oon.lo.Ju^y 
ROo4a<cc«ti<id-a!^ ' 
floa4a-fUll-RTefi< ' * 
aoo4n«i-tu-<ion^l 
notj4n<ti.(u.Cicm-aN«d 
R0fl4R*troc-tidR-aJ 

. ROR4a-fttTed ' 

fl0o4o-te^ral 
R0R4R^e-grat-ed - 
RoR4Mct4ce>tRfl 
ROo4R-4ef*act4ng ■ " 



>4o-(cr-fcr<nce 



noo4n-loK4-caAC 
Roa4n4ox4<ftt4ng 

ROR4R«tTR-SiT« 



ROR4r-ra^li-ac-«<f 
ooo4r<i^gat-ed 



ROO-tr^Ual-ing 

R0fl.lS«UC 

non-Jew 

nooWeV4sh 

nonjoia-cr 

Ronja^i-ciat 

non-Ju-ry 

non-ko-lbcr 

noR4ah-guag« 

Ron4aw.yer 

R0n4«ad^d 



oon<t«-gal 
oon4c*gtime 



ROR4ex4<al 
ROR4i4irar4<an 



noD.Hn-ear4ty 
non-libcr-ary . 

ROR4iv4Rg 

Ron-lo-cal 
Roo4og4<al 



■noa<auHMiet*ic ■ * ;•, 
Ron-raa-Jof 

Roo-Rtalignaot ■ * ./ 
R0R-fnai4ea4>le -■• 
ROR«maa*age«ffleRf • . ' 
- Roiwnan«*ge<rl-al < r ; 
: floo-ma(Mi*ai 
00Q^aan-o4ac«t'«r4eg 
Roa-mlr«i-ul 
R0b-mar4cet V ' 
aoa-Marx4St ■ . 
aou^tMi^al " f 

aoiHnata^iiiaf-mr^ ' 
noR<mea4«r*able" 




a- •• 

Sr. 

It ' r 
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1016 right on • ringer 

: the area over which a right-of-way exists b :. the strip of land ! over 
which is built a publio joad c : the land occupied by a railroad esp. 
for It* main line d t the land used by a -public utility Us.for a trans- 
mission line) 3 a : a precedence in passing accorded to one vehicle 
over another by custom, decision, or statute • b ; the right of traffic to 
take precedence c i the right to Jake precedence over others <gave the 
bill the ~ in the Senate). • • . 

right on ad/ (1 970) 1 1 exactly correct -rr. often used interjectionaJly to 
express agreement 2 usu right-on. : attuned to the spint of the tomes 
Right Reverend (1 5c) — used as a title for high ecclesiastical officials 
right shoulder arms n (ca. 190?) : a position in the manual of arms in 
which the butt of the rifle is held in the right hand with the barrel rest- 



ing on the right shoulder; also : a command to assume this position (dark-rfmmed glatoc«> <«^rimmetf OV erivinir strati 

Tirl^^ 1 ^ ^ 0972> : ° PP ° Sed t0 ~ tu^tVcM^ loToT a°Je?^«^ 

,i«k# A_-^ri//,w; noiort • nnnasina or banning the closed snob and the edge or face of a rimrock outcrop v ' 



rlghMo-work adj (1949) : opposing or banning the dosed shop and the 
union shop s % ...... • 

right triangle n(ca. 1924): a triangle having a right angle 

right-wai* Yrit«ward\ adj (1 825) : bang toward or on the right .. . 

right whale n (1725) : any of a family (Balaemdae) of whalebone whales 
having very long baleen, a large head on a stocky body, a smooth 
throat, and short, broad, rounded flippers 




right whale 

right wing n (1905) 1 : the rightist division of a group, or party ' 2 
: RIGHT S — right-wing-er \OrIt-yin-3r\ n ; 




to a ~ schedule) 3 : firmjy inflexible rather than lax or indulgent <a 



-~ disciplinarian) 4 : precise and accurate in procedure <~ control of 
the manufacturing process) 5 a : having the gas containers enclosed 
within compartments of a fixed fabric-covered framework <a ~ air- 
ship) b : having the outer shape maintained by a fixed framework — 
rig<id-ly adv — ng-ld-ness n 

sya RIGID. RIGOROUS, strict, STRINGENT mean extremely Severe or stern. 
rigid implies uncompromising inflexibility; RIGOROUS implies the 
imposition of hardship and difficulty; strict emphasizes undevtating 
conformity to rules, standards, or requirements; STRINGENT suggests 
restrictions or limitations that curb or coerce, sya see in addition 



rigidi-fy y»-*jid-o. p fi\ vb -fied; -fy-ing vr (1842) : to make rigid ~ vi 
: to become rigid — ri-gid-i-f i-ca-tion \-Jid-o-f3-Vl-shan\ n 
ri-gid-i-ty \ra-'jtd-3t-€\ n, pi -ties ( 1 624) t : the quality or state of being 
rigid 2 : one that is rigid (as in form or conduct; 

rig-ma-role Vrig-(>)m»-,r5l\ n (alter, of obs. ragman roll (long list, cata- 
log)] (ca. 1736) t : confused or meaningless talk 2 : a complex and 

ritualistic procedure _ „ r 

ric-or Vrig-ar\ n [ME rigour, fr. MF rigueur, fr. L ngor. lit., stiffness, fr. 
ngere to be stiff; akin to L regere to lead straight — more at RIGHT] 
(14c) I a (1) : harsh inflexibility in opinion, temper, or judgment 
: severity (2) : the quality of being unyielding or inflexible : STRICT- 
NESS (3) : severiiy oflife : AUSTERITY b : an act or instance of strict- 
ness, severity, or cruelty 2 : a tremor caused by a chill 3 : a condi- 
tion that makes life difficult, challenging, or uncomfortable; esp 
: extiemity of cold 4 : strict precision : EXACTNESS (logical ~) 5 a 
obs: rigidity, stiffness b: rigidness or torpor of organs or tissue that 

prevents response to stimuli ... 

rlg.or.isin Vng-a-.riz-anA n (1704) : rigidity in principle or practice — 
rig«r-fctV*-rwt\norad/._ rb-or^tic VngVns-<nc\ adj 
rlg-or mortis Vrig-arAndrt-os also chiefly Bnt jc\ &ob)r*\ n {NU stiff- 
ness of death) (1839) : temporary rigidity of muscles occurring after 
death ... 
rlg.or.ous Vrig-WrasX adj (14c) 1 : manifesting, exercising, or favor- 
ing rigor : very strict 2 a : marked by extremes of temperature or 
climate b: harsh, severe 3: scrupulously accurate. precise syn 
see rigid — rlg-or-ous-hr adv — rlg-or-ous«ness n 



> OE rfc« kingdom) + mil speech, fr. OH mat — more at RICH. MAIL] 



Brit var of MOOR 



to k,n 



and angi 



^rikSfrU-iiig [alter, of roil] (1*25) 
: upset 2 : roil I 



1 : to make agitated 



:ry : upset ^ , 
riUy\We\aa7(l805) 1:. TUMID 2: anory 



/or rltlei akin to OE rtth rivuletl (1538) : a very 

small brook* 
»rlllW(l6IO)i to now like a nil 

»rlll Vril\ or rille Vril, *ri\-?\ n [O rille, lit., channel made by a small 
stream, fr. 1X3, rill] (1868) : any pf several long narrow valleys, on the 
moon's surface ' * 

rllUt VVil-atV n (1 538) : a little nil ^ 
Mm Wm^i n (ME fr. OE rlma: akin to ON nm/ stnp of land] (1 5c) 1 
a : the outer part of a wheel Joined to the hub usu, by spokes h i a 
removable outer metal band on an automobile Wheel to which the tire 
is attached 2 a : the outer often curved or circular edge or border of 
something b : WUNK 3 ; ERAMB 3d(l). — rMess \4m\ adj 
kirn vb rimmed; rinvming u (1794) I : to serve as.a rim for s border 
<ciiffs rltrtmtng: the camp) 2 : to run around the nm of <putts that ~ 
the cup> *v ft i to form or show a nm 



•rime Vrtm\ n (ME rfm. fr. OE nrfmV akin to ON nffm frost, Lat^ 
.krttmscrt^]X&t. 12c) 1 : FROST Ic .2 : */PW*&»!*f * 
%r ice tufu on the windward sides of exposed objecte that It f 
from supercooled fog or c|oud and built out Erectly against the^Wd 

3 i CRUST. INCRUSTATION (a ~ of SOOW) ' •« * M J 

kimt vi rimed: rlm4ng (ca. 1755) : to cover with or as if with nme \* 
Mme, rimer, rimester vat o/rhyme, RNvmer, rhymester •£ 
rlm^Tre Vrim-/i(»)A cdl of a cartridge (1868) : having the prirni^ 
distributed in the rim of the shell — rlmf ire n ' ■»* 

rim.land \Tim-Jand\ n (1944) i a region on the periphery of the heart: 

rimmed VrimdV adj (1729) : having a rim — usu. usea in combination 
<dark-rfmmed glasses) <red-nmme<f eyes) 
rlm-rock Vrim-.rSkX n (18^ 
resistant i 

edge or face of a rimrock outcrop 

rimy Vrf-me\ adj rlm^r, -est (OE hrimlg. fr. Arfm] (bef. 12c) : covefed 
with rime: frosty % ■ ' , , . . , . . ' 

rind \Tfnd, 'rfn\ n [ME, fr. OE akin to OHO rlnda bark, OE rtndan ft 
rend] (bef. 12c) 1 i the bark of a tree 2 ; a usu. hard or tough outer 
layer : peel, crust (grated lemon ~> — r ■ rinded \*d\ adj :; - 

rinHler.pest Vrin-d3r-.pest\ n [G. fr. rinder, pi., cattle + pest pestilence^ 
fr. L peflts] (1865) : an acute infectious febnle disease esp, of cattk 
caused by a virus and marked by diphtheritic inflammation of muc£C£ 
membranes 



•ring VrinA n (ME, fr. OE hring: akin to OHO firing fine. L airvus 
curved more at crownJ (bef, 12c) 1 : a circular band for holding. 




or spiral t_ 

pi. in the phrase run rings around 4 a TO J an often circular sp*& 
esp. for exhibitions or competitions; esp : such a space at a circus (2) 
i a structure containing such a ring b : a square enclosure in which 
boxers or wrestlers contest 5 : one of the concentric bands Usu. ber 
Uevcd to -be composed of meteoric fragments revolving around a planet 
(as Saturn) 6 : ANNUAL RING 7 a : an exclusive combination _of per. 
sons for a selfish and dften corrupt purpose (as to control a market; <a 
wheat ~) b : gano. 8 : the field of a political contest : RACE 9 
: food in the shape of a circle 10 : an arrangement of atoms repre : 
sented in formulas or models in a cyclic manner as a closed chain ^ 
called also cycle H i a set of mathematical elements that is closed 
under two binary operations of which the first forms a commutative 
group with the set and the second is associative over the set and w dis- 
tributive with respect to the first operation 12 of a : a pair of usu: 
rubber-covered metal rings suspended from a ceiling or crossbar W -a 
height of approximately eight feet above the floor and used for harife- 
ing7swinging. and balancing feats in gymnastics hi an event in gyrtj 
nasties competition in which the rings are used 13 : ^boxing <ended 
his ~ career) — riag»like Vriq-Jlk\ adj ' ' ' 

king vb ringed; ringing Vrin-in\ n (13c) 1 : to place or form a ring 
around : ENCIRCLE <police ~ed the building) 2 : to provide with a 
ring 3 : girdle 3 4 : to throw a ringer over (the peg) in a game Us 
horseshoes or quoits) ~ W 1 a : to move in a ring b : to rise in the 
air spirally 2 : to form or take the shape of a ring _ 
king vb rang Vran\: rung Vran\j rine^ag Vniwg\ [ME mm UTr. OE 
hrmgan; akin to MD ringen to ring, .Lth krankn to croak] vi (bef. 12c) 
1 : to sound resonantly or sonorously (the doorbell rang) (cheers rang 
out) 2 a : to be filled with a reverberating sound : RESOUND (the 
hails rang with laughter) b : to have the sensation of being filled with 
a humming sound (his ears rang) 3 : to cause something to ring <~ 
for the wakress) 4 a : to be filled with talk or report (the wholeland 



rang with his fame) b : to have great renown 

' ' ' - : " L *' ".rs> 



c : to sound repeti 

tiously (their praise rang in his ears) 5 : to have a sound or character 
expressive of some quality <a story that ~s true) < chiefly Bnt : to 
mike a telephone caD — usu. used with up ~ n 1 : to cause to sound 
esp. by striking 2 : to make (a sound) by or as if by nngtne a bell * 
: lo announce by or as if by ringing 4 : to repeat often, louder, or 
earnestly 5 a : to summon esp. by bell b chiefly Bnt ; telephone 



: lo announce by or as if by ringing 

rncstly 5 a: to summon esp. J>y — 

— usu. used with up — ring a bell : to arouse a response (that name 
rings a bell) — ring down the curtain : to conclude fc performance or an 
ac( Yon — ring the changes or ring changes : to run through the range 
of possible variations — ring up the curtain : to begin a performance 
or an action . . 

♦ring n (1549) 1 : a set of bells 2 : a dear resonant sound made by Or 
resemblinK that made by vibrating metal 3 : resonant tone : S0N0R, 
itV 4 : a loud sound continuedj repeated, or reverberated 5 : a souna 
or character expressive of some particular quality (the sermon had a 
familiar ~) « a : the act or an instance of nnging b : a telephone 
call (give me a ~ In -the ; morning) . .* 

ring-a^le-TO \,rin-3-*le-Ov6\ or rlngHMe-rio VvC-.o,\ n lalter. of earlg 
riSgrelievo, ti. «nVig + reueveKca. 1901) ; a game in which players on 
one team are given time to hide and are then sought out by membersoi 
the other team who try to capture them, keep them in a place of con- 
finement, and keep them from being released by their teammates 
ring-aroand-a-rosy \^g*^ta-d^V0-x£\ or rtng^und^he-ro^ 
Vrraan(d)-thoA n (1883) : a children's singing game in which players 
dance around in a circle and at a given signal squat — called alsp ring' 
a-rosy .•.-*:....•-■«• ■ 

ri ng*bark \ # ri n-;bUrk\ .vi ( 1 892)' « OIR dle 3 ■ m 
ring binder n (ca. 1929) : a loose-leaf binder in which split metal rings 
attached to a metal back hold the perforated sheets of paper 
ring-bolt VrirKbfilt\ n (1626) : an eycbolt wit t h a ring through its eye ■ 
ring-bone V,b4n\ n (1523) i an exostosis on the pastern bones of the 
horse usu. producing lameness 

ring dance n (1600): round dance 1 . (r 

rlnl'doTe Vrin-4av\ rr (1538) 1 1 a common •European pigeon (C^ 
"«mbfl palumbus). with a whitish patch on each side of the ^neck and 
wings e^ed with white 2 : a small dove (jStreptopelia tisoria) of soutb- 

rSgelfx'rindV^dJ"?^ U l i encircled or marked with or as if with rings 
.2 i composed or formed of rings • ' .; > 0 

irlng<f \M?ar\ « 05c) 1 1 dne that sounds esp. by ringing 3 If* W 
i one that enters a compeUtion under false representations (2) i IM- 



fOSTOR, FA 

with dead < 
irtnger n (1 
horseshoe 
Rtnfrer's * 
Ringer ft 
that conta 
phosphate 
• medium 
ring Hnger 
forefinger 

rlng-git V" 
riflg-jng Vr 
baritone) 
ofimmon 
ring4ead-ei 
engaged e 
rfng-let \V 
long curl 
riag*mas<t< 
a nng (as 
ring-neck * 
ring-neck< 
ring of co 
ring-neck 
the male 
black bac 
of the wi« 
ring-neck 
ous phei 
have bee 
regions a 
of or hy' 
mon Ol« 
chicus) 
ring-po-r« 
: having 
larger ir 
with a i 
between 
the pre* 

POROUS 

tring-side 
just out 
occurs 
have a c 
Mngslde 
~seat) 
ring spot 
consist!) 
erotic, • 
disease 
teristic 1 
ring/stra 
stripes 
ringtail 
ring-tail 
differin 
circle 0 
ring- taw 
in a cin 
object l 
ring-tos« 
ring so 
ring up 
tefJ0< 
: ACHII 

ring-woi 
the ski 
and ch 
are co* 

rink \'r 
renc pi 
marke 
skatinj 
roller- 
curlini 

rinky-« 

PASHK 

«rlnse * 
rincer, 
(14c) 
with i 
washi 
(dirt < 
*rinse i 
rinsin 
rlns-im 
has b< 
rio-Ja ^ 
Spain 
«rfot * 
beha\ 
distui 
der 
the p 
actinj 

come 
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1070 Seminary • senatorial district 

seminary VsemsHJier-c\ n. p/ -oar4es [Ma 6^bc<J, nursery, semi- 
nary, fr. L seminarium. fr, semfa semen seed] (15c) I ; an environ- 
ment in which something originates and from which it is propagated^ 
~ of vice and crime) .2, a : an institution of secondary or higher 
education; esp : an academy for girls b s an institution for the train- 
ing of candidates, for the priesthood, ministry, or rabbinate . . 

scii^i.ria^ral\^-i-Wn-(9-)ral,^em-M^y(ca, 1962) : modified by 
human influence but. retaining many natural features <~ temperate 
meadows) s K ' ' ' . . . _ 

sera«l-nifHer-ous \ t sem-a- l nif-(>-)ras\ adj [L semin-. semen seed + E 
Mferous\ (1692) : "producing or bearing seed or semen , J 

seminiferous tubule n (I860) : any of the coiled threadlike tubules that 
make up the bulk Of the testis and are lined With a germinal epithelium 
from which the spermatozoa arc produced * , ' , . . 

Sem-l^iole V*sem-a-,n0l\ n. pt Seminoles or Seminole [Creek simalo-ni, 
siman6-li. lit., wild. fr. AmerSp rimornSrt] (1789) : a member of an 
American Indian people of Flbnda ^ _ 

seml-no-mad \ a sem-i-'n6- l mad, ,sem- t IA n Cca. 1934) :.a member of a 
people living usu. in portable or temporary dwellings and practicing 
seasonal migration, but having a base camp at which some crops are 
cultivated — semUo-mad.icVn^;*mad : ik^ ady A 

semi-nude \-*n(y)Qd\ adj (1849) : partially nude — semi*uu<dMy 

sem^f-n^laPusem-e -a-fish-al, .sem-JA adl (1806) : having some offi- 
cial authority or standing — semi-offi-claMy \-^sh-U-)le\ adv^ 

se-mi-ol-o-gy V l se-me- , nl-»-je\ ,sem-e-. ,se-,mIA n (Gk semeion sien] (ca: 
1890) : the study of signs; esp : semiotic — se.mi.o-log.i.ca| \Qse-,mi- 
a-'laj-i-kaK adj — semlo-logi-cally V>1aj-i-k(»-)le\ adv se-iniK)l-o- 
gist \-nU-9*jasc\ n 

semi-opaque Vsem-C-d-'pak, «sem-.i\ adj (1691) : nearly opaque ~ - 

seraiosis \,s6-mg-*d-S3S. ,sem-€-. .se-.mlA n [NL, fr. Gk wmeidjuobser- 
vation of signs, fr. semeioun to observe signs, fr. semeion] (ca. 1907) : a 
process in which something functions as a sien to an organism 

se-mi-ortc V*at-ik\ or se-mfot-ics \-iks\ n, p/semioticsTGk semeidtikos 
observant of signs, fr. simeiousthai to interpret signs, fr. semeion sign; 
akin to Gk sima sign — more at semantic] (1938) : a general philo- 
sophical theory of signs and symbols that deals esp. with their function 
in both artificially constructed and natural languages and comprises 
syntactics, semantics, and pragmatics — semiotic adj — se-mi-o-ti-cian 
V*-Hish-3n\ n — se-mi-ot-i-cist \-*at-»-s»i\ n ' u 

semi.paJ.mat.ed X^em-i-'palynat-*!, .sem-,1-, ^pa(l)m-,atA adj (1785) 
: having the anterior toes joined only part way down wuh a web <a 
plover with ~ feet) . - . "■>. . . 

semi par-a-sit ic V.par-^-'sit-ikV adj (1878) : of r relating to, or bang a 
parasitic plant that contains some chlorophyll and is capable of pnoio- 

semi^ma.nent yparm-MnantX adj. (ca. 1890).: lasting or intended 
to last for a long time but not permanent 

semi perme able Vp3r-m€-3-b3l\fldi(l888) : partially but not freely or 
wholly permeable; specif: permeable to some usu. small molecules but 
' not to other usu. larger particles <a ~ membrane) — semi-per^ne-abil- 
My y.«p3r-me-*-*bil-»t-€\ n M . ... 

semipo-liU-cal \-pa-*lit-i-k»l\ adj (1857) : or, relating to. or involving 
some political features or activity 

serolpop-ular \- # pap-y»-ter\ adj (l 899) : somewhat popular 

semi-por-ce-lain Vp6r-s(*-)bn, -*pdr-\ n (1880) : any of several ceramic 
wares resembling or imitative of porcelain; esp : a relatively high-fired 
and hard-glared white earthenware widely used for tableware 

semi por'no.graph.ic V^por-n^'graf-ikX adj (1964) : somewhat porno- 
graphic — semi.poMiog.ra.phy ypor-'nag-ra-feA n •• 

seimpost«al ^em-i-'pos-tl. ,sem-j-\ n (1927) : a postage stamp sold at 
a premium over its postal value esp. for a humanitarian purpose 

semi.pre<cious y*prcsh-3S\ adj. of a gemstone (ca. 1890) : of less com- 
mercial value than a precious stone .... 

semi.pri.vate Vprl-vatX adj (ca. 1925) : of. receiving, or associated with 
hospital service giving a patient more privileges than a ward patient 
but fewer than a private patient 

scmipro \>em-i-,pr5, 'sem-M adj om ( 1 908) : semi profession al 
•semi-pro-fes.sion.al Vsem-t-pre-fesh-nal, -?n-*l, •sem-JA adj (1897) 1 
: engaging in an activity for pay or gain but not as a full-time occupa- 
tion . 2 : engaged in by semiprofessional players <~ baseball) — serm- 
pro*fe$.ston<al<Ty \-e\ adv . 
Semiprofessional n (ca. 1897) : one who engages in an activity (as a 
sport) semiprofessTonaUy 

semi-public V.sem-i-^b-lik, ,sem-,f-\ odj (1804) 1 : open , to some 
persons outside the regular constituency 2 ; having some features of a 
public institution; specif i maintained as a public service by a private 
nonprofit organization _ ' > . 

semi^uah.ti.U.tiY< V'kwajiCt^.tlt-iA adj (ca. 1927) : constituting or 
involving less than quantitative precision — semiKjuan.ti.ta.tire.ly adv 

seml.oua.ver Vsem-i-iwa-var, 'sem-JA " (1576) : sixteentiI note . 

semLrcli-glous Vri-1ij-«\na7(1864) : somewhat religious in character 

semLre-tired V-n-'tKaJrdX adj (1937) ; working only part-time esp. be- 
cause of age or ill health . 

seml.re*fire-ment V*ti(a)r-mont\ n (1923) : the stale or condition of 
being semi retired ' \" ' ■ 

tei^i^^-i-'rlj^l ^em ; Mda7(l908) It ^^«j^ree 
or^So^^i parts V J J of an airship ; having a flexible cvlindncal gas 
1 BbW^wMSm^j^ sliffcnmg ked that carries the load 
sentl-rur^l V-'rur-^IX fldjf (ca. 1 864) : somewhat rural 
sem|.sa<red V*sa-krtd\ co*/ (ca. 1898) : semireuoious 
seml-se-cret V^c-krotX adj (1917) : not publicly announced but widely 
known nevertheless • 

semiised^n-Ury \-*sed-*n- t ter-€\ adj (ca. 1930) ; sedentary during part 
ol the year and nomadic otherwise <~ tribes) 

8emi.shrttb : by Vscm4^hr9b-€, Sem-,!-, tsp Southern - t srabA od/<l930) 

semfsldUedts^^yr >«s 
training than skilled labor and more than unskilled labor ■ 

semi^oft V'«6ft\a<tf(ca. 1903)? moderately ^oft; specif: firm but easily 
cul cheese) / 

serakoMd \Ha\^\ adJ (1834) ; having, the qualities of both a solid 
and a liquid : highly visoous -r * 

semi-sweet V?swet\ady (1943) : . 



terai«syn<theMc \-sin-*thct-ik\ adj (1937) .. J t.produoed [ by ch< 
alteration of a natural starting material <<>- peniciUins^ 2 J conf 



of southwestern Asia chiefly represented now, bv ; .the J 
but in ancient times also by the Babylonians, Assyrians, Aramai 
Canaanites. and Phoenicians .. . >i 

seml<ter.res4ri«al \«sem-i-t»-'res-trt-3l, ^em-Jt-, -Ves(h)-ch3l\ adf{\\ 
1 : growing on boggy ground 2 : frequenting but not living r 
on land . • -,''m> 

•Se-miMc \so-'mit-ik\ adjtG semitisch, ,fr. Semit, Semite Semite, prbq^fc 
ML Semifo. fr. LL Sent Sheml (1826) 1 : of, relating to, or character, 
istic of the Semites; specif: Jewish 2 : of. relating to, or constitutingi 
subfamily of the Afro-Asiatic language family, that includes He>rew t 




„. thiopic 

tSemittc n (1 875) : any or all of 



Aramaic, Arabic and Ethiopic 



the Semitic languages 
.956): SEMmsT 

sing in constr (1895) : the study » 



Se-mit.WstVs^Snit-^sastV n (1956): SEMmsr 
Se«miMcs \-*mit-iks\ n pi, but tfng in constr (1 
language, literature, and history of Semitic peoples; specif 
philology m . i 

SemrUism Vsem-a-,tiz-Mn\ n (1 851) la: Semitic character or qual^ 
ties' b : a characteristic feature of a Semitic language occurring, in 
another language 2 : policy favorable to Jews : pred^spositiofi fa 
favor of Jews . . 

Stm ltist \-3t-3sstV n (1885) 1 : a scholar of the Semitic languages, 
cultures, or hi stones 2.o//«n nof cap : a person favoring or disposed, to 
favor the Jews ... ■ • . ■ »■«,. 

seroi.ton^l S.semH-'tdn-l, ftm-f-\jdj (1863) : chromatic 3a, seijU,, 
•» -TONIC -r- setni'ton-aMy \-*l-e\ adv i l fpt 
semi tone Vsem-i-.tdn. *sem-,i-\ n (160.9) :« the tone at a half step: tf/w 
; half step — semi^on-lc. Vem-i-*tan-ik, ^em-M adj — semMon.i<al- 

semllraiUr^^-i-.tra-br, •sem-j-\ n (1919) 1 : a freight trailer Yjfit 
when attached is supported at its forward end by the fifth wheel . .device 
of. the truck tractor 2 : a trucking rig made up of a tractor and a. semi- 
trailer - ^ v • v.-fcis. 

seml-trans'lu<ent \ 1 sem-i-,tran(0s-*lus : *nl, t sen)V-« -,tranz-\ adj U832) 
: somewhat translucent ' ■■ 

semi trans-par^rit \- t tran(t)s-'par-ant. -'perA adj (1793) : imperfectly 
transparent ■ ., * 

semi.trop>i-cal V'trap-i-k^l\ also semMrop-ic \-ik\ ad>" (1 860) : subtron, 
CAL v 

semi trop-lcs \-iks\ npU 1908) : subtropics . 
semi-Tow-el \'sem-i\vau(-3)l\ n (1 530) I : one of the glides (as English 

\yV \w\. or \r\) 2: a letter representing a semivowel x y , 

*semi.week4y Vsem-i-Ve-kle. .sem-.iA adj (1791) :• occurring. twice. a 

week — semi weekly adv m 

Html weekly rt (1833): a semi weekly publication . :! .j, 

semi-works Vsem-i-.w^rks. 'sem-M « pi often attrib (1926) : a manufac- 
turing plant operating on a. limited commercial scale to provide, fina} 

occurring twice "a 

of semola bran. fr. L 



tests of a new product or process 
semi.year.|y ViSem-i-'yiWr-le, ^em-J-\ adj (1928) 



year 



sem-cli-na Vsem-a-le-nA n [It semolino. dim. 

simib finest wheal flour] (1797) : the purified middlings of hard wheal 
(as durum) used esp. for pasta (as macaroni or spaghetti) - • . 

sem.per.ri.Tum Vsem-pw-Vi-vamX n [NL. fr. L. neuter of ^P*^"? 
ever-living, fr. semper ever + v/viu living — more at QUICK] (ca. 1591) 
: any or a large genus tSempervivum) of Old World fleshy herbs of the 
orpine family often grown as ornamentals - 

sem.pf-ter.nafV.sem-pi-'tarn-nVad/fME, fr. LL sempiternalis. fr. L sem- 
piurnus, fr. semper ever, always, fr. sem- one, same (akin to ON samr 
same) + per through — more at same, for) (15c) : of never-ending 
duration : eternal — senvpl.tennaMy \-1-€\ adv 
$cm»pi.ter.ni-ty \-*Ur-n3t-€\ n (1 599) : eternity ..... . 

scm ple Vsem-paK adj (alter, of simple) Scot (1759) : of humble birth 
" em-pli-,cha\ adj or adv [It, fr. L simptic-, simplex — 



more at 
- used 



slightly sweetened (~ chocolate) 



sem-pli<e Vsem-i . , , 

simple] (ca. 1740) : SIMPLE — used as a direction in music 
scm pre Vsem-Qpra\ adv [It, fr. L semper] (ca. 1 801) : always - 

in music directions (~ legato) 
sempstress \'sem(p)-stras\ var o/seamstress 
*sen \'sen\ n. pi sen [Jp] (1/27) — see ven at money table 
>sen n. pi sen [Indonesian sin, prob. fr. E cent] (1951) — see ruptah at 

MONEY table , , .... /r-i" 

Hen n. pt sen [prob. fr. Indonesian sin] (1954) — see dollar, net at 

4en N »n Y p?sen [Nlalay, prob. fr. JE cenr] (1967) — see ringgit at MON£Y 

se?nar.i.us Vsi-'nar-e-as. -'ner-\ n, pi se nar-li \-€.,f, -e-£\ [L, fr. senanus 
consisting of six each, fr. seni six each, fr. sex six — more at six] (I54W 
: a verse consisting of six feer espVjn Latin prosody . . 

se.na.ry Vsen-»-r?, \eo A adj [L senarius consisting of six] (1661) : of, 
based on. or characterized by six : compounded of six things or six 
parts <^ scale) <~ division* . m . mm n% m .... 

sen-ate \'sen-at\ n [ME send. fr. OF, fr. L senqiws, lit., counal of eldert, 
fr. sen-, senex old, old man — more at senior] (13c) I ; an 
or council usu. possessing high deliberative and legislative function*: as 
a : the supreme council of the anciehl Roman republic and empires » 
: the second chamber in the bicameral legislature of a major political 
unit (as a nation, stale, or province) 2 *. the hall or chamber in which 
a senate meets 3 : a governing body of some universities charged wtU) 
maintaining academic standards and regulations and usu. composed ol 
the principal or representative members 6f the faculty . 

sen-a.tor Ysen-3t-ar. as a title also *sen-ur\ n [ME xenatour, fr. OF sena : 
teur, fr. L senator, fr* senatus] (1 3c) : a member of a senate .; 

sen«a.to.r|.al Vsen-0rH6r-«-3|, A6r\adj (1740)': of, re|ating.to, or beTit- 
tihg a senator or a senate^ office).^ rank) . . 

senatorial courtesy 4.(1884) s a custom of the U.S. Senate. of refusing lo 
confirm a " • - — — * - - » — * " 

when the i 

senaforW d ^&T(l"«9) division from W?h a senator 

is elected compare ooNoressionaU disTri<?t 



II courtesy ri-Vloa^/ * a cusium oi inc v.o. 9c11a.1c.vn rciuMiie/r 
, a presidential appointment of an official In or from a state / 
le appointment Is opposed by the senators or senior senator or. 
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..The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
THE REPLY FILED 26 June 2006 FAILS TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE. 

1 M The reply was filed after a final rejection, but prior to or on the same day as filing a Notice of Appeal. To avoid abandonment of 

this application, applicant must timely file one of the following replies: (1 ) an amendment, affidavit, or other evidence whrch 
places the application in condition for allowance; (2) a Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee) in compliance with 37 CFR 41 .31 ; or (3) 
a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .1 14. The reply must be filed within one of the followmg 
time periods: 

a) [3 The period for reply expires 3_months from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

b) I"! The period for reply expires on: (1) the mailing date of this Advisory Action, or (2) the date set forth in the final rejection, whichever is later. In 

no event however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

Examiner Note: If box 1 is checked, check either box (a) or (b). ONLY CHECK BOX (b) WHEN THE FIRST REPLY WAS FILED WITHIN 

TWO MONTHS OF THE FINAL REJECTION. See MPEP 706.07(f). 
Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.136(a). The date on which the petition under 37 CFR 1.136(a) and the appropriate extension fee 
have bS filed is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension and the corresponding amount of the fee. The appropriate extension fee 
unde 3* ' CFR 1 17(1) is ca culated from: (1) the expiration date of the shortened statutory period for reply originally set in the fina Office act.on; or (2 as 
set forth in (b) above it checked. Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of the final reiect.on, even ,f timely filed, 
may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
NOTICE OF APPEAL 

2 □ The Notice of Appeal was filed on . A brief in compliance with 37 CFR 41 .37 must be filed within two months of the date of 

' filing the Notice of Appeal (37 CFR 41 37(a)). or any extension thereof (37 CFR 41 .37(e)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. Since 

a Notice of Appeal has been filed, any reply must be filed within the time period set forth in 37 CFR 41.37(a). 
AMENDMENTS 

3. □ The proposed amendments) filed after a final rejection, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will not be entered because 

(a) □ They raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below); 

(b) □ They raise the issue of new matter (see NOTE below); 

(c) □ They are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the issues for 

appeal; and/or 

(d) D They present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims. 

NOTE: .(See 37 CFR 1.1 16 and 41.33(a)). 

4. The amendments are not in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 . See attached Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (PTOL-324). 
5 □ Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s): . 

6. □ Newly proposed or amended claim(s) would be allowable if submitted in a separate, timely filed amendment canceling the 

non-allowable claim(s). ; . 

7. H For purposes of appeal, the proposed amendment(s): a) □ will not be entered, or b) B will be entered and an explanation of 

how the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended. 
The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows: 

Claim(s) allowed: . 

Claim(s) objected to: . 

Claim(s) rejected: 14-19. 24/14. 27 . 

Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: 20-23. 14/20 . 25. 26. 28. 
AFFIDAVIT OR OTHER EVIDENCE 

8 □ The affidavit or other evidence filed after a final action, but before or on the date of filing a Notice of Appeal will not be entered 
because applicant failed to provide a showing of good and sufficient reasons why the affidavit or other ev.dence is necessary and 
was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 1.116(e). 

g □ The affidavit or other evidence filed after the date of filing a Notice of Appeal, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will not be 
' entered because the affidavit or other evidence failed to overcome aH rejections under appeal and/or ^appellant .fells to provide a 
showing a good and sufficient reasons why it is necessary and was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 41 .33(d)(1). 

10. □ The affidavit or other evidence is entered. An explanation of the status of the claims after entry is below or attached. 
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION/OTHER 

11. M The request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the application in condition for allowance because: 

See Continuation Sheet. 

1 2. □ Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s). (PTO/SB/08 or PTO-1 449) Paper No(s). -—— 

13. S Other: See Continua tion Sheet. y^Z/MD^J" ' 

VinhT. Luong 
Primary Examiner 
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• Continuation Sheet (PTO-303) 



Application No. 10/727,306 



Continuation of 11. 

See the reasons set forth in the final Office action on March 30, 2006. In addition, regarding Applicant's reliance on extrinsic evidence, 
e.g., Webster's Dictionary, the Examiner respectfully submits that the specification is the single best guide to the meaning of a claim term. 
Phillips v. AWH Corp., 75 USPQ2d 1321 (Fed. Cir. 2005)(en banc). Moreover, Applicant's arguments are similar to the arguments 
presented in copending Application No. 10720821, the Examiner's response in the final rejection on May 9, 2006 of Appl.'821 is 
incorporated herein by reference. 

Continuation of 1 3. Other: 

The replacement drawings filed on June 26, 2006 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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Examiner 
Vinh T. Luong 



Applicant(s) 

WILSON, DOUGLAS B. 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 

The amendment document filed on 26 June 2006 is considered non-compliant because it has failed to meet the 
requirements of 37 CFR 1121 or 1.4. In order for the amendment document to be compliant, correction of the following 
item(s) is required. 

THE FOLLOWING MARKED (X) ITEM(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOCUMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT: 

□ 1 . Amendments to the specification: 

□ A. Amended paragraph(s) do not include markings. 

□ B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlined. 

□ C. Other . 

□ 2. Abstract: 

□ A. Not presented on a separate sheet. 37 CFR 1.72. 

□ B. Other . 

□ 3. Amendments to the drawings: 

□ A. The drawings are not properly identified in the top margin as "Replacement Sheet," "New Sheet," or 

"Annotated Sheet" as required by 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

□ B. The practice of submitting proposed drawing correction has been eliminated. Replacement drawings 

showing amended figures, without markings, in compliance with 37 CFR 1.84 are required. 

□ C. Other . 

^ 4. Amendments to the claims: 

□ A. A complete listing of all of the claims is not present. 

□ B. The listing of claims does not include the text of all pending claims (including withdrawn claims) 

^ C. Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier, and as such, the individual status 
of each claim cannot be identified. Note: the status of every claim must be indicated after its claim 
number by using one of the following status identifiers: (Original), (Currently amended), (Canceled), 
(Previously presented), (New), (Not entered), (Withdrawn) and (Withdrawn-currently amended). 

□ D. The claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending numerical order. 
[3 E. Other: See Continuation Sheet 

□ 5. Other (e.g., the amendment is unsigned or not signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4): 



For further explanation of the amendment format required by 37 CFR 1.121, see MPEP § 714. 
TIME PERIODS FOR FILING A REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

1 . Applicant is given no new time period if the non-compliant amendment is an after-final amendment or an amendment 
filed after allowance. If applicant wishes to resubmit the non-compliant after-final amendment with corrections, the 
entire corrected amendment must be resubmitted. 

2. Applicant is given one month, or thirty (30) days, whichever is longer, from the mail date of this notice to supply the 
correction, if the non-compliant amendment is one of the following: a preliminary amendment, a non-final amendment 
(including a submission for a request for continued examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114), a supplemental 
amendment filed within a suspension period under 37 CFR 1.103(a) or (c), and an amendment filed in response to a 
Quayle action. If any of above boxes 1 . to 4. are checked, the correction required is only the corrected section of the 
non-compliant amendment in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121. 

Extensions of time are available under 37 CFR 1.136(a) only if the non-compliant amendment is a non-final 
amendment or an amendment filed in response to a Quayle action. 

Failure to timely respond to this notice will result in: 

Abandonment of the application if the non-compliant amendment is a non-final amendment or an amendment 
filed in response to a Quayle action; or 

Non-entry of the amendment if the non-compliant amendment is a preliminary amendment or supplemental 
amendment. VinhT. Luong ^^Q^ 
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Continuation of 4(e) Other: Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier. For example, claims 20-23 are withdrawn, 
however, Applicant identified these claims as "Previously Added," 
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Mail Stop AF, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 222 
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AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE 
TO NOTICE OF NON-COMPLIANT AMENDMENT 



Sir: 



Applicants submit the following timely response to the Notice of Non-Compliant 
Amendment mailed July 14, 2006. Please amend the application as provided below. 

This Response places the application and the claims therein, in condition for 
allowance. 

In this Response, the amendments to the specification begin on page 2. 
The amendments to the claims begin on page 5. 
The Remarks begin on page 8. 
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Specification: 

Page 2, please rewrite the third full paragraph as follows: 
The system of the present invention will include at least one part that extends 
outward at an angle from a plane across the face of the steering wheel or vehicular 
control. This part is at least partially deformable in at least one direction, so that the 
system will not interfere with the operation of the wheel or control. This deformability, 
however, will not impede the support function of the system on the invention. 
Furthermore, the deformable material has memory, so that after a deforming force is 
removed, it resumes its original predeformation configuration and shape , which is 
extending outward at an angle from a plane across the face of the steering wheel or 
vehicular control. 

Page 3, please rewrite the seventh full paragraph as follows: 
Deformable material second section 102 extends outward from steering control 
105 over a predetermined section of the steering control which is shown in Figure 1 to be 
an arc. As is better shown in Figure 3, a deformable second section such as 102 extends 
outward at an angle from a plane across the face of a steering control such as 105. 
Deformable second section 102 may extends outward from the steering control at or 
below the inside circumference of the control over the predetermined arc. This arc will 
typically include at least the ten 104 and two 106 o'clock positions, or may include the 
entire circumference. 

Page 4, please rewrite the fourth and fifth full paragraphs as follows: 
The first system of the present invention at 202 includes first section 204 that 
connects to steering control 211 and second section 205 that extends outward from first 
section 204. Further, a second section such as 205 extends outward at an angle from a 
plane across the face of a steering control such as 21 1 (see Figure 3). First section 204 
may be rigid, semi-rigid, or deformable, while second section 205 is deformable. If the 
first section is deformable, it may have memory. 

Similarly, the second system of the present invention at 203 includes first section 
207 that connects to steering control 21 1 and second section 209 that extends outward 
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from first section 207. Further, a second section such as 209 extends outward at an angle 
from a plane across the face of a steering control such as 21 1 (see Figure 3). First section 
207 may be rigid, semi-rigid, or deformable, while second section 209 is deformable. 
Again, if the first section is deformable, it may have memory. Further, second sections 
205 and 209 may be rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable and still be within 
the scope of the present invention. 

Page 5, please rewrite second full paragraph as follows: 
Referring to Figure 3, generally at 300, steering control 305 is shown that 
includes rim 308, spokes 310, and steering column 312. First section 301 is formed 
integral with rim 308 and deformable second section 302 extends outward from the first 
section. As is shown, second section 302 extends outward at angle 316 from plane 318 
across the face of steering control 305. The material of second section 302 has sufficient 
strength that when driving, the driver- may rest his/her wrists or portions of the hands 322 
on the material and they will be supported. The structure is such that the weight of the 
arms and hands through the wrists or portions of the hands are supported without the 
material deforming. 

Page 6, please rewrite the second and third full paragraphs as follows: 
Referring to Figure 5, generally at 500, a second embodiment of the present 
invention is shown. System 501 of the present invention shown in Figure 5 includes a 
first section 502 that detachably connects to steering control rim. Deformable second 
section 503 connects to, and extends outwardly from, first section 502. As is shown, 
deformable second section 503 extends outward at angle 516 from plane 518 across the 
face of steering control rim 508. First section 502 may snap-on or otherwise attach to the 
steering control such that it may appear integral with the steering control. One of many 
possible known means for accomplishing this is by first section 502 being mostly rigid, 
and leaving a space 507 so the attachment can be forced over rim 508 and leave room for 
the steering control spokes 510. Regardless of the means for attachment, once first 
section 502 is attached to the steering control, it will provide all of the benefits that have 
been described for the first section being integrally formed with the rim. Additionally, 
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the second embodiment, may be a single structure with a single resting material support, 
a single structure with multiple resting supports, or multiple structures each with its own 
resting support. As in the other embodiments, the second section may be rigid, semi- 
rigid or flexible, or non-deformable and still be within the scope of the present invention. 

By way of example, Figure 6, generally at 600, shows another alternate method to 
attach the system of the present invention to steering control rim 608. The system in this 
figure has first section 602 that will envelop rim 608. First section 602 may be made 
from a flexible material. First section 602 may have a slit 61 1 A which after this section 
envelops the rim A may be stitched shut by stitches 613. As in the other embodiments of 
the present invention, deformable second section 603 connects to, and extends outwardly 
from, first section 602. Further, a deformable second section such as 603 extends 
outward at an angle from a plane across the face of a steering control rim such as 608 (see 
Figures 3 and 5). A gain, the second section may be rigid, semi-rigid, or non-deformable 
and still be within the scope of the present invention. 
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In the Claims 
1-13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Previously Presented) A fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus associated with a 
steering wheel for controlling a vehicle, comprising: 

a first section that connects to a peripheral portion of the steering wheel; and 
a rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable second section that connects to, 
and extends from the first section at the peripheral portion of the steering wheel, the 
second section extends from the first section outward at an angle to a plane across a front 
face of the steering wheel, the second section for supporting at least a portion of a 
vehicular operator's body when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's 
body on the second section is less than the pressure for deforming the second section out 
of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel, and 
deforming out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering 
wheel when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's body on the second 
section is equal to or greater than the pressure for deforming the second section out of 
interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel. 

15. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
steering wheel includes a the steering wheel for controlling at least a nautical vessel, 
aircraft, or ground transportation vehicle. 

16. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
portion of the body supported by the second section includes at least a forearm, wrist, or 
hand. 

17. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
first section extends a predetermined length of a predetermin e d the peripheral portion of 
the steering wheel. 

18. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
second section includes at least two second sections that each connect to the first section 
at separate locations. 

19. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 17 or 18, wherein 
the first section is deformable. 
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20. (Withdrawn) A fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus associated with a 
steering wheel for controlling a vehicle, comprising: 

at least two discrete first sections that each connect to a peripheral portion of the 
steering wheel, and 

a discrete rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable second section that 
connects to, and extends from each first section at a peripheral portion of the steering 
wheel, each second section extends from the first section outward at an angle to a plane 
across a front face of the steering wheel, each second section for supporting at least a 
portion of a vehicular operator's body when pressure from the portion of the vehicular 
operator's body on the secondsection is less than the pressure for deforming the second 
section out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering 
wheel, and deforming out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operator 
the steering wheel when pressure form the portion of the vehicular operator's body on the 
second section is equal to or greater than the pressure for deforming the second section 
out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel.. 

21. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the steering 
wheel includes a steering wheel for controlling at least a nautical vessel, aircraft or 
ground transportation vehicle. 

22. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the portion of 
the body supported by the second section includes at least a forearm, wrist, or hand. 

23. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the apparatus 
is adjustable for supporting different sizes or types of body portions. 

24. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as recited in claim 14 or 20 , wherein 
each first section is formed integral with the steering wheel. 

25. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 14 or 20, wherein each first 
section is detachable from the steering wheel. 

26. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein each first 
section is deformable. 

27. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
first section is flexible, rigid, or semi-rigid, or non-deformable. 
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28. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the first section 
is flexible, rigid, or semi-rigid, or non-deformable. 
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Remarks 

I. Introduction 

This Amendment supersedes the amendment mailed June 26, 2006, and is 
responsive to the notice of non-compliant amendment. 

Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 are pending in the present application. The Examiner 
has recited several grounds for objecting to and rejecting the present application. 
Examiner objected to the drawings for not including representations to the angular 
disposition of second section of the fatigue/relieving apparatus. In view of this objection 
to the drawings, the Examiner objected to the specification. The Examiner also has 
objected to claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 for indefiniteness under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph. Lastly, the Examiner rejected pending claims 14-19, 24/14 and 27 under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) for anticipation based on either Van Arsdel, U.S. Patent No. 2,1 18,540; 
Anson, U.S. Patent No. 2,134,020; or Laubach, U.S. Patent No. 1,575,848. Applicant 
will demonstrate herein that the objections and rejections have been overcome by this 
Response, thereby placing the present application in condition for allowance. 

II. The Corrected Drawings Overcome the Examiner's Objection 

On page 3 of the Office Action, the Examiner objected to the drawings because 
"each part of the invention, e.g., the angle and the face in claim 14 should be designated 
by a reference numeral or character." Applicant has corrected the drawings as requested 
by the Examiner (Attachment B). Applicant respectfully submits six (6) Replacement 
Sheets of drawings. These changes to the drawings do not add new matter. As such, 
Applicant has traversed the Examiner's basis for objection to the drawings. 

III. The Specification, As Amended, Overcome the Examiner's 
Objection 

On page 4 of the Office Action, the Examiner objected to the specification for 
"failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the claimed the subject matter, such as, 'an 
angle,' in claim 14." Applicant has amended the specification to overcome this objection. 
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These amendments do not add new matter. Therefore, this objection should be 
withdrawn. 

IV. The Claims, As Amended Are Definitive. 

On page 3 of the Office Action, the Examiner contends that the terms "rigid", 

"semi-rigid," "flexible," or "non-deformable" in claims 14 and 17 are indefinite. 
Applicant submits that these terms would be understood by a person of ordinary skill in 
the art in light of the present invention. 

The Examiner contends that 14 and 17 are indefinite under 35 U.S.C. §§ 112, 
second paragraph, because of the recitation of the terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," 
and "non-deformable." In particular, the Examiner asserts that these terms are indefinite 
because these terms "[are] not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a 
standard for the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be 
reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention." Further, the Examiner contends that 
"it is unclear what range of Rockwell hardness of the material of the second section is 
required in order to be considered as terms "rigid," semi-rigid, or flexible, or non- 
deformable." Applicant submits that the claims are definite as will be shown. 

Claims 14 and 17, include the terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," and "non- 
deformable." Applicant has attached as Attachment A excerpts from the Ninth New 
Collegiate Dictionary. These excerpts demonstrate that each of the terms that the 
Examiner has contended is indefinite is a very common term that a person of ordinary 
skill in the art would understand with sufficiency to make and use the present invention. 
The attached excerpts make plain that a person of ordinary skill in the art would clearly 
understand the scope of the claims when "rigid," "semi-rigid," or "flexible," or "non- 
deformable," is used. As such, claims 14 and 17 would be definite in the hands of a 
person of ordinary skill in the art. Noting this, Applicant overcomes the Examiner's 
indefiniteness rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as to the use of the 
terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," and "non-deformable," and respectfully requests 
that this rejection be withdrawn with regard to claims 14 and 19. 

The Examiner also rejected claims 15 and 17 for allegedly having no anticipated 
basis for the terms "a steering wheel" and "a peripheral portion of the steering wheel," 
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respectively. Applicant has amended the claims to remove any possible confusion on the 
part of the Examiner with regard to overcoming this obviousness rejection. 

Noting the foregoing, Applicant has traversed each of the Examiner's basis for 
rejecting the claims for indefiniteness under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 

V. Claims 14-19 Are Not Anticipated Under 35 § U.S.C. 102(b) 

Claims 14-19, 24/14 and 27 are pending in the present application. In the current 

Office Action, claims 14-19, 24-14 and 27 have been rejected by the Examiner for 
anticipation under 35 U.S.C. § 102 (b) based on a three references. These references are 
U.S. Patent No. 1,575,848 to Laubach ("Laubach"), U.S. Patent No. 2,1 18,540 to Van 
Arsdel ("Van Arsdel"), and U.S. Patent No. 2,134,020 to Anson ("Anson"). More 
specifically, the Examiner relied on Van Arsdel or Anson for rejecting claims 14-17, 
19/17, 24/14 and 27; and Laubach for rejecting claims 14, 18 and 19/18. Hereinafter, 
Applicant will demonstrate that claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27, as presently amended, place 
the present application in condition for allowance and the application should be passed to 
issue. 

A. Applicable Law 

In order for there to be anticipation under 35 U.S.C. §102, a single prior art 
reference must show each and every feature of the claimed invention in the same way. . 
Brown v. 5M, 265 F.3d 1349, 1351 (Fed. Cir. 2001) ("To anticipate, every limitation of 
the claimed invention must be found in a single prior art reference, arranged as in the 
claim"); KlosterSpeedsteelAB v. Crucible, Inc., 793 F.2d 1565, 1571 (Fed. Cir. 1986) 
("absence from the reference of any claimed element negates anticipation"). Applicant 
submits that neither Van Arsdel, Anson, nor Laubach satisfy this standard for finding 
anticipation under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). 

B. Van Arsdel Does Not Anticipate Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 
Claim 14 is an independent claim and claims 15-19, 24/14, and 27 depend from 

claim 14. As such, claims 15-19, 24/14, and 27 add features to claim 20. 

In relying on Van Arsdel, the Examiner does not cite to any descriptions of the 
auto steering wheel handgrip disclosed in this reference but annotates the drawings for 
this purpose. Specifically, the Examiner annotated Figures 3 and 5 in an attempt to show 
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what is being claimed in claim 14. The Examiner states that reference no. 4 equates to the 
first section and reference no. 2 equates to the second section of claim 14. Applicant 
submits that the Examiner fails to consider and appreciate all of the elements of the 
second section because if he did, two things would be clear (i) the grip-rest is in a plane 
parallel with the one across the face of the steering wheel and (ii) there is a missing 
element. 

Van Arsdel at column 2, lines 13-54 states: 

The grip-rest 2 is concave longitudinally and about half of the rest 
extends over and part way across the steering wheel rim 3 in a manner to 
slope downwardly and inwardly of the rim. The outer edge 4 on the side, 
and 5 of the rear end of the concave, located above the rim, extends up 
into a marginal flange to be contacted by the inside of the ball of the 
thumb or by the bottom of the hand, depending upon which part of the 
hand is seated on the rest. These flanges 4 and 5 enable the operator 
instantly to feel any deviation of the car from a straight course and gives 
him something substantial to push against in resistance and also in rotating 
the wheel to steer the car around corners and curves and away from 
obstructions or bad places in the roadway. 

The rotation of the steering wheel bv hand pressure against the 
flanges 4 and 5 is assisted by the palm and fingers, which are wrapped 
around the rim of the wheel , and increase the fingerhold [on] the grip-rest 
2, which is thickened and bifurcated to straddle the rim as shown in Fig. 6, 
is provided with recesses separated by ridges, here shown as three in 
number, 6, 7, and 8.... [See Figure 4] 

The weight of the hand and arm are comfortably supported with the 
bottom of the hand resting in the concavity of the grip-rest as shown in 
Fig. 1, or with the ball of the thumb seated in the concavity as shown in 
Fig. 2.... 

My improved grip-rest may be formed integral with the rim of the 
steering wheel as shown in Fig. 8, but I prefer to make it removable as an 
attachment for any make of car and also to make it adjustable to suit the 
requirements or fancy of the driver. [Emphasis added] 

A review of Figures 3 and 5, as annotated by the Examiner, attempts to show that 
the grip-rest of Van Arsdel is disposed outward at an angle a to a plane across the face of 
the steering wheel shows that the Examiner's position is misplaced. As the description 
above from Van Arsdel indicates, the grip-rest is disposed as shown in Figure 6 parallel 
to the plane across the face of the steering wheel not at angle to it. This is very clear 
because in each disposition of the grip-rest in the Figures, it is fixed in this parallel plane 
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to support the thumb or part of the palm. It is also fixed so that it is not deformable so the 
driver can put extensive pressure on it (and it will not move) for steering the automobile 
(See underscored sections in the quotation above). 

If the grip-rest were supposed to be at an angle commensurate with the present 
invention as the Examiner contends, its disposition would be shown differently in the 
drawings. As such, there is not support for the Examiner's contention that the grip-rest is 
disposed other than in the plane parallel to the plane across the form of the steering 
wheel. Accordingly, one skilled in the art would not understand the grip-rest in Van 
Arsdel to be disposed as the Examiner contends. 

There is also no support in the description of the grip-rest in Van Arsdel that it 
will deform in any way out of interference with the operation of the steering wheel. 
Applicant submits he is justified in taking this position given the description of the 
connection of the grip-rest as shown in Figure 6 or the integrally formed grip-rest shown 
in Figure 8. Therefore, the grip-rest of Van Arsdel would not anticipate the invention as 
set forth in claim 14 because it is missing at least one element, i.e., Van Arsdel at least 
does not teach or suggest the features of the second section being deformable out of 
interference with the operation of the steering wheel as set forth in claim 14. 

Noting in the foregoing, Applicant has demonstrated that the auto steering wheel 
grip-rest of Van Arsdel does not anticipate (or render obvious) the invention of claim 14. 
Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the anticipation rejection based on Van 
Arsdel be withdrawn. 

Claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 depend from claim 14. As such, each of these 
dependent claims includes all the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 15-17, 19/17, 
24/14, and 27 are not anticipated by Van Arsdel for the same reasons that claim 14 is not 
anticipated by this patent. Thus, Applicant has traversed the Examiner's basis for 
rejecting claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 for anticipation and respectfully requests 
that this rejection be withdrawn. 

C. Anson Does Not Anticipate Claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 

The Examiner has rejected claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 for anticipation 
based on Anson. Referring to the Figures of Anson, the Examiner states that reference 
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no. 13 equates to the first section and reference no. 11 equates to the second section of 
claim 14. The Examiner has annotated Figure 8 to indicate that the steering wheel 
attachment of Anson is disposed at an angle a with respect to a plane across the face of 
the steering wheel. Before addressing the Examiner's basis of rejection, Applicant 
submits that the description of the steering wheel attachment of Anson is germane to the 
Examiner's position on anticipation. Applicant also submits that if this description is 
taken into consideration, the Examiner should withdraw the anticipation rejection based 
on Anson. 

In the description of the purpose of the steering wheel attachment in Anson, the 
patent states (Page 1, left column, lines 6-25): 

I have found that in the driving of an automobile and particular 
when driving for extended periods of time over long distances, the normal 
manner of holding and manipulating the steering wheel, wherein both 
driver's hands grasp the wheel in positions which require the driver's arms 
to remain in a raised and more or less unnatural and uncomfortable 
position, considerable strain develops in the driver's hands, arms, 
shoulders and back particularly, and results in excess of fatigue , such as 
will frequently dull the driver's normal reflexes and alertness and thereby 
increase the danger of accidents. 

To obviate these disadvantages , I have devised an attachment for 
steering wheels, which permits a driver to assume a completely 
comfortable and relaxed driving position, while at the same time, affords a 
means permitting the driver to at all times retain positive operating control 
of the steering wheel. [Emphasis added] 

The steering wheel attachment of Anson is subsequently described in the patent. 
The following description is stated (Page 1, right column, line 49 - Page 2, left column, 
line 18): 

The attachment comprises a hand grip portion 11, which is preferably of 
bulbularform.... Grip portion 1 1 normally extends do wnward from the 
wheel rim and is of suitable length to adapt same to extend to the region of 
the driver's lap so that it mav be grasped bv the driv er's hand when his 
hand is resting in a normal comparable position in his lap. Grip portion 
1 1 . . .which will have sufficient pliability. . . to be deflected from its normal 
pendant position without adversely affecting the me asure of control of the 
steering wheel movements afforded bv the positive op erating movement 
of the attachment, while at the same time, neck 12 will r etain sufficient 
rigidity to permit operating movements of hand grip 1 1 to be positively 
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communicated to the steering wheel rim for effective control of its 
movements . [Emphasis added] 

Applicant submits that the steering wheel attachment of Anson does disclose all 
of the elements of claim 14. As set forth in the quotation above, the steering wheel 
attachment of Anson is a pliable structure that dangles downward from the bottom of the 
steering wheel. It is further understood from the quotation above that in use the steering 
wheel attachment is grasped by the driver's hand while the arms and hands are resting in 
the driver 1 s lap. There is no teaching in Anson that the steering wheel attachment can be 
disposed of any location other than at the bottom of the steering wheel where it dangles 
for use. The other disposite of the hand grip at the top of rim is for situations where it is 
removed from use. 

The Examiner has cited Anson at Page 2, Left Column, Lines 62-72, as teaching 
the deformability element of the second section in claim 14. As the quotation above 
demonstrates, when the Anson handgrip is in use, it is in the pendent position and used to 
steer the vehicle. If, during normal operations, the driver were to grab the steering wheel 
in an emergency situation, he would release the handgrip and grab the wheel, for 
example, at the 10 and 2 o'clock positions. In doing so, the pendent-hanging handgrip 
would not be deformed as set forth in claim 14 because it would not be in use. Moreover, 
if it were used, it would not be deformed out of interference but would be held to steer 
the vehicle. 

The Examiner has stated the handgrip of Anson equates to deformation according 
to claim 14 because it may be moved from the bottom pendent position to the top of the 
steering wheel. When the handgrip is moved to the top, it is moved there to be 
purposefully out of use all the time so it will not be in a position to be deformed as set 
forth in the second section of claim 14. 1 In order to move the handgrip, it would be 
understood that the vehicle would have to be stopped, the handgrip detached and 
repositioned at the top, and reattached. 

Given the foregoing, the steering wheel attachment of Anson at least does not 
indicate the element of the second section being disposed outward at an angle from the 
plane across the face of the steering wheel (Anson extends rearward) and it does not 



1 Anson, page 2, left column, lines 68-72. 
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teach that the attachment will be deformable out of interference with the operation of the 
steering wheel as set forth in claim 14. 

Applicant has demonstrated that claim 14 is not anticipated (or rendered obvious) 
by Anson and requests that the anticipation rejection based on this patent be withdrawn. 

Claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 depend from claim 14. As such, each of these 
dependent claims includes all the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 15-17, 19/17, 
24/14, and 27 are not anticipated by Anson for the same reasons that claim 14 is not 
anticipated by this patent. Applicant has traversed the Examiner's basis for rejecting 
claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 for anticipation and respectfully requests that this 
rejection be withdrawn. 

D. Laubach Does Not Anticipate Claims 14, 18, and 19/18 

The Examiner has rejected claims 14, 18, and 19/18 for anticipation based on 
Laubach. In formulating the rejection based on Laubach, the Examiner has not relied on 
any part of the disclosure in that patent but has annotated the drawings to allegedly show 
that Laubach teaches each and every feature of claim 14. The Examiner states that 
reference nos. 7 and 8 of the knob 2 equates to the first section and reference no. 10 
equates to the second section of claim 14. Applicant submits that the Examiner's reliance 
on Laubach is misplaced. 

Laubach states the following with regard to the knobs attached to the steering 
wheel (Page 1, line 43 - 71): 

By particularly considering the Figures 2 and 3, it will be seen that 
the knobs 2 are secured to the rim of the wheel 1 by means of securing 
screws 4, these screws being threaded as indicated at 5 l ongitudinally 
through the knobs 2. and extending for quite a distance throu gh the entire 
length of the knobs, thereby efficiently bracing the same . The inner ends 
of the knobs 2 are concave as indicated at 6, so as to conform to the 
contour of the outer periphery of the wheel 1 .... 

Each knob 2 is provided with a plurality of finger sockets 9 upon 
the upper face thereof, and an enlarged head portion 10 a t the outer end 
thereof, for the purpose of facilitating the grippin g of the knob and 
preventing the actual slippage of the hand of the operator f rom the knob 2. 
[Emphasis added] 
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The Examiner has annotated the drawings to attempt to show that enlarged head 
10 is disposed outward at an angle from the plane across the face of the steering wheel. 
This is not supported. 

The hands of the driver are supported by gripping the knobs in the defined finger 
recesses shown in the drawings. The heads 10 are enlarged for this sole purpose of 
preventing the hands from slipping off of the knobs. The heads 10 clearly are not 
disposed at an angle outward of the plane across the face of the steering wheel but are 
placed at the end of the knobs solely to act as a stop. Further, the heads 10 are not 
deformable out of interference with the operation of the steering wheel as set forth in 
claim 14. They are fixed in place along with the rest of the knobs. 

The description of the knobs and a review of the Figures makes plain that the 
knobs are not deformable and they are not disposed at an angle with respect to the a plane 
across the face of the steering wheel. The knobs are rigidly connected to the steering 
wheel by screws 5. Any movement of them requires removing the screws, drilling the 
wheel at a new location, and reattaching the knobs at the new location. At this new 
location, the knobs will in a plane parallel to the plane across the face of the steering 
wheel. 

The knobs do not deform out of interference with the operation of the steering 
wheel as in the second section of claim 14. In fact, once the Laubach knobs are secured 
by screws 5 as shown and described, they are fixed and not movable during normal 
operations. If they are not unscrewed, the only movement would be to apply a destructive 
force to the knobs, thereby breaking them. 

Therefore, Laubach at least does not teach the features of the second section being 
disposed outward at an angle from the plane across the face of the steering wheel and the 
knobs of Laubach do not deform out of interference with the operation of the steering 
wheel as set forth in claim 14. 

Applicant has demonstrated that claim 14 is not anticipated (or rendered obvious) 
by Laubach and requests that the anticipation rejection based on this patent be withdrawn. 

Claims 18 and 19/18 depend from claim 14. As such, each of these dependent 
claims includes all the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 18 and 19/18 are not 
anticipated by Laubach for the same reasons that claim 14 is not anticipated by this 
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patent. Therefore, Applicant has traversed the Examiner's bases for rejecting claims 18 
and 19/18 for anticipation and respectfully requests that this rejection be withdrawn. 



Please charge any fees which may be due, or credit any overpayments, to our 
Deposit Account No. 08-0219. 
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III. Conclusion 

In this Response, Applicant has traversed Examiner's (i) objection to the 

drawings, (ii) objection to the specification, (iii) and anticipation rejections under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) based on either Van Arsdel, U.S. Patent No. 2,1 18,540; Anson, U.S. Patent 
No. 2,134,020; and Laubach, U.S. Patent No. 1,575,848. As such, Applicant has placed 
the present application is in condition for allowance. 

The present invention is new, non-obvious and useful. Reconsideration and 
allowance of the claims are respectfully requested. 



Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP 
60 State Street 
Boston, MA 02109 
Tel: 617-526-6183 
Fax: 617-526-5000 

Attorney Docket Number: 114089.121US1 





Wayne M. Kennard 
Attorneys for the Applicant 
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in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 20-26 and 28/20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Van 
Arsdel (US Patent No. 2,1 18,540). 

Regarding claim 20, Van Arsdel teaches a fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus 
associated with a steering wheel 3 for controlling a vehicle comprising: 

a first section 4 (i.e., horizontal section in Fig. 3) that connects to a peripheral 

portion 3 of the steering wheel 3; and 

a second section 2 (i.e., a concave upward section in Figs. 3 and 5) that connects 
to and extends from the first section 4 at the peripheral portion 3 of the steering wheel 3, the 
second section 2 extends from the first section 4 outward at an angle (see angle a in Figs. 3 and 5 
of the Attachment 1) to a plane (Att. 1) across a face to the steering wheel 3, with the second 
section 2 inherently for supporting at least a portion of a vehicular operator's body (e.g., the hand 
as seen in Figs. 1 and 2) when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's body on the 
second section 2 is less than the pressure for deforming the second section 2 out of interference 
with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel 3, and deforming out of 
interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel when pressure 
from the portion of the vehicular operator's body on the second section is equal to or greater than 
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the pressure for deforming the second section out of interference with the vehicular operator's 
ability to operate the steering wheel 3. Ibid, right column on page 1, lines 29-54. 

Regarding claim 2 1 , the second section 2 is inherently deformable in at least one 
direction when deforming pressure is applied to such second section 2. Note that virtually 
anything will be deformed if enough pressure is applied to it. See the term "flexible" in Fredman 
v. Harris-Hub Co., Inc., 163 USPQ 397 (DC 1969). 

Regarding claim 22, the second section 2 supports a portion of the vehicular operator's 
body when pressure from such body portion is applied in at least one direction. 

Regarding claim 23, the steering wheel includes a steering wheel for controlling at least a 
nautical vessel, an aircraft, or a ground transportation vehicle. 

Regarding claim 24, the second section 2 will inherently return to an original first 
position after deforming pressure is removed therefrom. 

Regarding claim 25, the portion of the body supported by the second section includes at 

least a forearm, wrist, or hand. 

Regarding claim 26, the first section 4 extends a length of a predetermined peripheral 

portion of the steering wheel 3. 

Regarding claim 28/20, the first section 4 is inherently deformable. See the term 
"flexible" in Fredman v. Harris-Hub Co., Inc., supra. 

5. Claims 20-26 and 28/20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Anson (US Patent No. 2,134,020). 

Regarding claim 20, Anson teaches a fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus associated 
with a steering wheel 10 for controlling a vehicle comprising: 
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a first section 13 that connects to a peripheral portion of the steering wheel 10; 
a second section 1 1 extends from the first section at the peripheral portion of the 
steering wheel 10, the second section 11 extends from the first section 13 outward at an angle 
(see angle a in Fig. 8 of Attachment 2) to a plane (Att. 2) across a face (Att. 2) to the steering 
wheel 3, the second section 11 inherently for supporting at least a portion of a vehicular 
operator's body (e.g., the hand) when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's body 
on the second section 11 is less than the pressure for deforming the second section 11 out of 
interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel 10, and deforming 
out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel 10 when 
pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's body on the second section 11 is equal to or 
greater than the pressure for deforming the second section 11 out of interference with the 
vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel 10. 

Regarding claim 21, the second section 1 1 is deformable in at least one direction when 
deforming pressure is applied to such second section 11 since it is made of a flexible material 
such as rubber. Ibid, right column on page 1, lines 46-53. On the other hand, note that virtually 
anything will be deformed if enough pressure is applied to it. See the term "flexible" in 
Fredman v. Harris-Hub Co., Inc., supra. 

Regarding claim 22, the second section 11 supports a portion of the vehicular operator's 
body when pressure from such body portion is applied in at least one direction. 

Regarding claim 23, the steering wheel 10 includes a steering wheel for controlling at 
least a nautical vf ssel, an aircraft, or a ground transportation vehicle. 

Regarding claim 24, the second section 1 1 will return to an original first position after 
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deforming pressure is removed therefrom since it is made of a flexible material such as rubber. 
Ibid, right column on page 1, lines 46-53. 

Regarding claim 25, the portion of the body supported by the second section includes at 
least a forearm, wrist, or hand. 

Regarding claim 26, the first section 13 extends a length of a predetermined peripheral 
portion of the steering wheel 10. 

Regarding claim 28/20, the first section 13 is deformable since it is made of a flexible 
material such as rubber. Ibid, left column on page 2, lines 19-34. See also the term "flexible" in 
Fredman v. Harris-Hub Co., Inc., supra. 

6. Claims 20, 27, and 28/27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Laubach (US Patent No. 1,575,848). 

Regarding claim 20, Laubach teaches a fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus associated 
with a steering wheel 1 for controlling a vehicle comprising: 

a first section 7, 8 that connects to a peripheral portion of the steering wheel 1; 

a second section 10 that connects to, and extends from, the first section 7, 8 at the 
peripheral portion of the steering wheel 1, the second section 10 extends from the first section 7, 
8 outward at an angle (see angle a in Fig. 2 of the Attachment 3) to a plane (Att. 3) across a face 
(Att. 3) to the steering wheel 1, the second section 10 inherently for supporting at least a portion 
of a vehicular operator's body (e.g., the hand) when pressure from the portion of the vehicular 
operator's body on the second section 10 is less than the pressure for deforming the second 
section 10 out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel 1, 
and deforming out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering 
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wheel 1 when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operators body on the second section 10 
is equal to or greater than the pressure for deforming the second section 10 out of interference 
with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel 1. 

Regarding claim 27, the second section 10 includes at least two second sections 10 that 
each connects to the first section 7, 8 at separate locations (by comparing Applicant's Fig. 2 with 
Laubach's Fig. 1). 

Regarding claims 28/20 and 28/27, the first section 10 is inherently deformable. See the 
term "flexible" in Fredman v. Harris-Hub Co., Inc., supra. 

1. Applicant's arguments filed April 5, 2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Objections to the Drawings and Specification 

The objections have been withdrawn in view of Applicant's replacement drawings and 
amendment. 

Art Rejection 

Van Arsdel 

Applicant contended, inter alia, that: 

A review of Figs. 3 and 5 as announced by the Examiner to 
attempt to show that the auto steering wheel handgrip of Van 
Arsdel is disposed at an angle a to a plane across the face of the 
steering wheel shows that the Examiner's position is misplaced. 
As the description above from Van Arsdel indicates, the auto 
steering wheel handgrip is disposed as shown in Figure 6 parallel 
to the plane across the face of the steering wheel not at angle to it. 
This is very clear because in each disposition of the auto steering 
wheel handgrip in the Figures, the handgrip is fixed in this parallel 
plane to support the thumb or part of the palm. It is also fixed so 
that it is not deformable so the driver can put extensive pressure on 



Page 6 



Application/Control Number: 10/720,821 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3682 

it (and it will not move) for steering the automobile (see 
underscored sections in the quotation above). (Emphasis added). 

The Examiner respectfully submits: 

As noted in MPEP 2111, during patent examination, claims 
are given their broadest reasonable interpretation consistent with 
the specification. It is proper to use the specification to interpret 
what the applicant meant by a word or phrase recited in the claim. 
However, it is not proper to read limitations appearing in the 
specification into the claim when these limitations are not recited 
in the claim. See In re Paulsen, 30 F.3d 1475, 1480, 31 USPQ2d 
1671, 1674 (Fed. Cir. 1994); and Intervet America Inc. v. Kee-Vet 
Lab. 'inc., 887 F.2d 1050, 1053, 12 USPQ2d 1474, 1476 (Fed. Cir. 
1989). (Emphasis added). 

At the outset, Applicant's arguments are not based on the limitations appearing in the 
claims. In re Self, 213 USPQ 1, 5 (CCPA 1982). In fact, Applicant's claim 1 recites "a second 
section that connects to, and extends from, the first section outward at an angle to a plane across 
a face to the steering wheel." It is clear from claim 1 that it requires the second section of the 
handgrip, not the handgrip per se, extends from the first section outward at an angle to the plane 
across the face of the steering wheel. Therefore, Applicant's contention that "[a]s the description 
above from Van Arsdel indicates, the auto steering wheel handgrip is disposed as shown in 
Figure 6 parallel to the plane across the face of the steering wheel not at angle to it" is 
immaterial to the patentability of the claim. The issue is not whether Arsdel' s handgrip disposed 
at an angle relative to the plane across the face of the steering wheel. Rather, the issue is whether 
Arsdel teaches the second section that connects to and extends from the first section outward at 
an angle relative to the plane across the face of the steering wheel. 

In the case at hand, on page 1, right column, lines 13-28, Arsdel describes: "[t]he grip rest 
2 is concave longitudinally and about half of the rest extends over and part way across the 
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steering wheel rim 3 in a manner to slope downwardly and inwardly of the rim. The outer edge 4 
of the side, and 5 of the rear end of the concave, located above the rim, extends up into a 
marginal flange to be contacted by the inside of the ball of the thumb or by the bottom of the 
hand, depending upon which part of the hand is seated to rest." See also Arsdel's claims 1 and 2. 
Arsdel's concave upward section 2 extends from the first section 4 outward at an angle a to the 
plane across the face of the steering wheel as seen in Figs. 3 and 8 of Attachment 1. Therefore, 
Arsdel's concave upward section 2 in Fig. 3 of Arsdel "reads on" Applicant's claimed second 
section. 

In addition, Applicant's contention that Arsdel's handgrip "is z\so fixed so that it is not 

deformable so the driver can put extensive pressure on it (and it will not move) for steering the 

automobile" is unsupported by substantial evidence in the record. Indeed, on page 1, right 

column, line 49 through line 2, left column, page 2, Arsdel expressly describes: 

My improved grip-rest may be formed integrally with the 
rim of the steering wheel as shown in Fig. 8, but I prefer to make it 
removable as an attachment for any make of car and also to make 
it adjustable to suit the requirements or fancy of the driver. 
(Emphasis added). 

Particularly, Applicant's contention is in direct conflict with Arsdel's description on page 
2, left column, lines 28-32: 

The grip rest may be shifted along the length of the rim, or 
vertically around it by reversing the screw sufficiently to permit 
change of the rest to the new position, where it will be held again 
by tightening up on the screw. (Emphasis added). 

Simply put, Arsdel explicitly teaches that the driver may loosen the screw 14 in Fig. 6 so 

that it is deformable in order that the driver can put extensive pressure on it and it will move for 

steering the automobile. 
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The support in the description of Arsdel that it will deform out of the interference with 
the operation of the steering wheel is on page 2, left column, lines 28-32. By loosening or 
reversing the screw 14 sufficiently to permit ArsdePs second section 2 shifted or vertically 
around the rim 3, the second section can be at the new position wherein the second section does 
not interfere with the operation of the steering wheel to suit the requirements or fancy of the 
driver. 

For the reasons set forth above, the rejection based on Arsdel is respectfully maintained. 
Anson 

First, on page 10 of the Amendment, Applicant argued that the steering wheel attachment 
of Anson teaches away from the invention of claim 20. It is well settled that "[arguments that 
the alleged anticipatory prior art is 'nonanalogous art' or 'teaches away from the invention' or 
not recognized as solving the problem solved by the claimed invention, [are] not germane to a 
rejection under section 102." Twin Disc, Inc. v. United States, 231 USPQ 417, 424 (CI. Ct. 
1986) and MPEP 2131.05. 

Second, Applicant asserted that there is no teaching in Anson that the steering wheel 
attachment can be disposed of any location other than at the bottom of the steering wheel where 
it dangles for use. 

The instant assertion is likewise unsupported by substantial evidence in the record. For 
example, on page 1, left column, line 48 through line 32, right column, Anson expressly 
describes: "a means for attachment to the steering wheel, whereby the device may be readily 
attached to, or removed from, the wheel, and which may be quickly and easily shifted to various 
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positions on the wheel as dictated by the degree of driving comfort desired." Particularly, on 
page 2, left column, lines 62-72, Anson teaches: 

At the same time, if it becomes desirable to move the 
attachment to a different position on the wheel rim, a slight 
movement of the grip portion toward the wheel rim will loosen the 
contact of strap 1 3 therewith, and the attachment can then be easily 
shifted to some other position on the wheel. Similarly, the 
attachment may be rotated about the wheel rim from its normal 
pendent position to a position within the periphery of the wheel 
when it becomes desirable to dispense with its use in operating the 
wheel. (Emphasis added). 

As evidenced in the above quotation, Anson explicitly states that the driver may rotate 
Anson's attachment/handgrip about the wheel rirn 10 to a position within the periphery of the 
wheel, i.e., to a position shown in Applicant's Fig. 4 when the driver so desires. Anson's 
description above shows that Anson-type-attachment is operated in a similar manner to what is 
claimed in claim 20. As such, a person of ordinary skill in the art would find that there is a 
teaching in Anson in which the hands are or other body part is supported by Anson attachment as 
set forth in claim 20. 

Third, in the same vein of arguments, Applicant argued: "the steering wheel attachment 
of Anson at least does not teach the features of the second section being disposed outward at an 
angle from the plane across the face of the steering wheel (Anson extends rearward) and it does 
not teach that the attachment would deform out of interference with the operation of the steering 
wheel as set forth in claim 20." 

However, since Anson's attachment may be rotated about the wheel rim from its normal 
pendent position to a position within the periphery of the wheel when it becomes desirable to 
dispense with its use in operating the wheel, Anson's attachment clearly is capable to be rotated 
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outward such that the second section 11 is at an angle from the plane across the face of the 
steering wheel and out of interference with the operation of the steering wheel as claimed. On 
the other hand, it is well settled that a claim containing a "recitation with respect to the manner in 
which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate the claimed 
apparatus from a prior art apparatus" if the prior art apparatus teaches all the structural 
limitations of the claim. Ex parte Masham, 2 USPQ2d 1647 (Bd. Pat. App. Inter. 1987) and 
MPEP 2114. In the case at hand, Anson teaches all structural limitations in the claims, therefore, 
Applicant's contention regarding the manner in which the claimed device is intended to be 
employed is unpersuasive. * 
Laubach 

Applicant contended that the knobs of Laubach are rigidly connected to the steering 
wheel by the screws 5, thus, the knobs are meant remain in place in operation. Nevertheless, 
common sense teaches that the driver can unscrew Laubach's screws 5, and then screw or fasten 
the screws 5 at other position on the rim 6 of the steering wheel as the driver so desires. In other 
words, the position of Laubach's knobs is capable of being changed. As such, Laubach's knobs 
can inherently perform the functions recited in Applicant's claim. In re Schreiber, 128 F.3d 
1437, 44 USPQ2d 1429 (Fed. Cir. 1997). 

Applicant further asserted that the Examiner's drawings to attempt to show the enlarged 
head 10 is disposed outward at an angle from the plane across the face of the steering wheel is 
unsupported. Applicant's instant assertion is in direct conflict with the substantial evidence 
presented in Laubach's Fig. 2. This Fig. 2 shows that the second section of Laubach forms an 
angle with the face of the steering wheel as seen in Attachment 3. Note that things clearly shown 
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in reference patent drawing qualify as prior art features, even though unexplained by the 
specification as long as they are not inconsistent with the specification. In re Mraz, 173 USPQ 
25 (CCPA 1972). 

Finally, Applicant averred that the knob of Laubach does not deform out of interference 
with the operation of the steering wheel as set forth in claim 20. The Examiner respectfully 
submits that the driver can unscrew Laubach's screws 5, and then screw or fasten the screws 5 at 
other position on the rim 6 of the steering wheel such that the new position is out of interference 
with the operation of the steering wheel as the driver so desires. The operation to adjust or 
change the position of Laubach's handgrips is similar to the operation to adjust the handgrip of 
Arsdel since both Laubach and Arsdel use the screws as the fastening means. Since the position 
of Laubach's knobs is capable of being changed to be out of interference with the operation of 
the steering wheel, i.e., Laubach's knobs can inherently performed the functions recited in 
Applicant's claim, therefore, Applicant's claims are anticipated by Laubach. In re Schreiber and 
Ex parte Masham, supra. 

For the foregoing reasons, the rejections under the art are respectfully maintained. 
8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
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CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 



examiner should be directed to Vinh T. Luong whose telephone number is 571-272-7109. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on 571-272-6917. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application orproceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



9. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



May 8, 2006 



Luong 




VinhT. Luong 
Primary Examiner 



Application/Control Number: 10/720,821 Page 14 

Art Unit: 3682 



ATTACHMENT 1 



4 



$ 

May 24, 1938. E VA n arsdel 2,118,540 

AUTO STEERING WHEEL HANDGRIP 
Filed May 10, 1937 . 
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=4 ■" 



March 9 , 1926. 



C. E. E, LAUBACH 

• STEERING WHEEL 
Filed July 13 , 1925 
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